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THE 

H I S T O R Y 

'•OF T H E 

PROCEEDINGS in theCA&B 

OP 

M A R G A R E T, 

Commonly cailep J* EG, 

T 

THERE being no hiftory with 
which every learned reader is bet- 
ter acquainted in general, than that of 
John Bull, and his fifter Peg, we fhall 
Ipend very little time in preambles or 
introductions to the prefent ftory. John 
and his fitter lived many a day, as every 
B body 
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; body knows, in the two adjoining houfes 
which were left them by their father ; 
and it matters not ~ now to fay, how 
much better John was lodged than his 
filler, and how many more improve- 
ments he had njade op his farm. We 
never heard of any difference arifmg be- 
tween them on this fcorc, farther than 
fome jeers and tai|n$s between the black- 
guards or fcullions of either houfe, 

v who generally got themfelves bloody 
nofes upon the occafion. As for Peg 
herfelf, fhe was fo far from complain- 
ing of her portion, that nothing could 
offend her more, than to be told ojut 
-pf doors, that fhe was not the richeft 
lieirefs in the world. 

It is not eafy to fay, whether it was 
Peg's own tejnper* the badnefs of her 

fubjedfc* 
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fuhjedt, or the perpetual vexations fhc 
met with in her youth, that hindered 
her from minding her domeftic affairs* 
fo much as ihe fhould have done : but 
the truth is, that matters were often ac 
fixes and fevens in her family j and her 
brother and (he, to be fure, never could 
agree about any thing. ' All the world 
knowS how long their affairs remained 
in cbnfufion, merely becaufe they would 
not employ the fame attorney, and 
what ah averfion thty had to truft their 
affairs in common to any fingle perfon. 
Peg would fay, 4t F II have nothing 
to do with John's lawyers ; whoever I 
employ muft mind nobody's affairs but 
mine. I have as good a right to be 
ferved as he ; and if he pays more than 
I do, let it be for fervices done to 
B 2 himfelf, 
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himfelf, not for cheating me." Johrt 
again would fwagger and fwear, and 
faid, that whoever Peg employed, m«ft 
be a dirty loufy fellow; and would 
come to no terms, unlefs fhe would 
take a fteward of his choofmg. 

It happened, however, at laft, as 
every careful perufer of hiftory know* 
jeth, that every man of the law, withia 
the reach almoft of John's knowledge, 
from the matter down to the mercft 
clerk- boy, died, or left the country, 
or difappeared fome how or other, and 
John was obliged for once to put his 
papers in the hands of his fitter's law- 
yer, a very book-learned man, as many 
people affirm even unto this day* But 
be this as it will, Peg had the va- 
nity 
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nity to boaft, that though her law- 
yer now lived in John's own houfe, 
yet it was (he who gave that clod -pared 
pock-puddened numfkull the lawyer 
at laft ; and that this fame man of the 
law, if he had any gratitude to the 
houfe where he was bom and bred* 
would not let her be wronged, or for- 
get her boys, when the ftdck came to 
be divided She trufted too, that they 
would remember themfelves, and if 
John or the attorney pretended to cheat 
them, fhe talked no lefs than of beat- 
ipg out both their brains. John was 
realty at bottom a good-natured fellow* 
and ' knowing himfelf to be an over- 
match for Peg, . did not mind her 
peevifh humours a rufli j but he would 
not have liked her attorney for all that, 
B3 if 
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if he had not expe&ed to manage him, 
by keeping him in his own houfe, and 
by putting clerks about him, who 
never had any connexion with Mar- 
garet, or her hungry loons, from 
whom, the truth is, he expe&ed no 
good. 

This affair being fettled between the 
brother and fitter, as well as could be 
expefted with fo little cordiality on 
either fide, their common concerns be- 
gan to be a little better managed, and 
people got fome reft in their beds;' 
fpr they did not harbour vagrants, as 
they ufed to do, to hamftring one ano- 
ther's cattle, to tear up the young 
planting, and knock out one another's 
brains. They differed, it is true, now 
and then about this thing, and t'other 

thing, 



op MARGARET; 7 

thing, and about attornies and agents, 
but it always happened that they em- 
ployed the fame perfon, even whilft 
John wiflied Peg at the bottom of the 
fea-, and Peg fometimes let devilifh 
knocks at him, and the attorney too, 
when (he was jealous of either. 

• John, however, was fo far lucky, 
that his fifter concurred with him very 
readily in moft things of confequence, 
fuch as rurning off Squire Gcoffry, and 
the like ; infomuch, that he himfelf 
was not readier to part with this Squire, 
as every body knows, although he 
claimed kindred to Peg, as the fofter- 
mother of his family ; and to make all 
fare, (he put her hand as freely to the 
perpetual contradt with Sir Thomas. 
This was a gentleman in the neighbour* 
B 4 hoods 
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hood, of an ancient family, and a prec*. 
ty fortune of his own : but he was will- 
ing to take charge of the brother and 
filler's affairs, provided he had fome 
fecurity that he fhould not be turned 
out the next moment, which was ac- 
cordingly granted in the form of a con- 
traft, by virtue of which he continues 
to manage their bufinefs in a very or- 
derly regular manner. 

This however, did not hinder fome 
perfooB in both families, who had a 
hankering after Squire Geoffry, from 
being mad enough oufce and again, to 
think of reftoring him to his office, 
in (pitte of John's and Margaret's teeth/ 
They caiftc fometimes from the garret, 
and from the cellar, roaring about this 
matter 5 and when they got drunk, they 

imagined 
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imagined nothing was eafier to be done. 
The truth is, that if Peg had not been- 
firm to the contraft, John would often 
have been fore befet. } 

Although the intention of this proem. 
is far from being to give a full account' 
of the affairs of thefe two families, pre- 
ceding the prcfent tranfa&ion, much 
lefs to cenfure or run down other grave* 
hiftoriahs, who have publilhed to the 
learned woHd any part of their hiftory ; 
yet we cannot altogether pafs in filence 
fome few miftakes in the otherwife ela- 
borate work of the celebrated Sir Hum- 
phrey Polifworth, bred in the learned 
univerfity of Grub-ftreet. An hiftorian, 
in our opinion, fliould be as mindful 
of truth in whatever he may occafionally 
rotation, as he is in the main feries of 

his 



io The HISTORY 

his ftory. For want of attending to 
this truth, the learned Sir Humphrey 
has unguardedly mifreprefented the na- 
ture of John's and Peg's agreement, 
together with the caufes which induced 
John to foliicit that accommodation. 
Many learned writers of that time fay, 
that the queftion was not then about 
John's heir, but about the old ftory the 
choice of a fteward, and the perpetual 
contract we have mentioned. But be 
this as it will, there was no difagree- 
ment between John and his fitter on 
either of tlitfe points, as Sir Humphrey 
Polifworth himfelf doth acknowledge. 
On the contrary, if John roared againft 
Squire Geoffry, Peg tore her cap and 
her apron in perfect rage, and was like 
cat and dog with the fame Squire and 

his 
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his gang, all the time they weFe in the 
management of John's bufinefs. 

The truth of the matter was, that 
about the time of the great change we 
have mentioned, many people in both 
families faid, Although we agree now, 
we may quarrel hereafter, and it wilt be 
a plaguey thing to come into the hands 
of different lawyers and attornies again, 
who never fail to fet people by the ears 
for their own advantage, John and 
Margaret have lived fo much better, 
fince they came to employ the fame 
lawyer, that it is a pity they fhould 
ever be in danger of parting their affairs. 
The lands of Bull-hali and Thiftle- 
down were never intended for two 
farms, the fame hedge and ditch fur- 
round them, and whilft they contimie 

in 
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in one, they may be kept with half the 
looking after; for nobody can be half 
fo troublefome to either family, as they 
have formerly been to one another. 
For thefe, and many more reafons, an 
agreement was thought upon ; and 
though it went fomewhat againft John's 
ftomach, yet he coaxed and flattered 
lifter Peg till he obtained her con fen t» 
Dot to come to live in his houfe, as the 
learned Sir Humphrey Polifworth has 
crroneoufly related^ but merely to (hut 
up her own compting-room, difmifs her 
bverfeers, and fend her clerks to John*** 
houfe, to manage their affairs together 
with his accomptanr, under the inflec- 
tion of the great lawyer, as he was then 
called, in both families, 

This 
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* This, agreement, however, did not 
pleafe every body. . The fervants who 
attended Peg's compting-room, were 
angry at- the lofs of their vails. The 
upper fervants, as every body knows* 
mifmanaged their part of the bufinefc 
fome how or other, and many people 
faid, that the hoOfe looked melancholy 
when the windows of the counting* 
room juft looking to the South were 
ihut up. In fliort, you could hear * 
buzz in every cdrner of the houfe* 
that the whole family was undone for 
ever. Jack himfelf grew very fulky* 
and for the turn of a ftraw would have 
played the devil. But what will not k 
little time to. Peg's people got gra- 
dually into better hutfiour * r Jack's z#fl 
for the contraft made with Sir Thomasi. 

* foOA 
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foon reconciled him to whatever was 
conne&ed with it, and Peg's affairs 
went on fo tolerably, that every body 
was pacified, except the few who would 
be pleafed with nothing, unkfs Squire 
Geoffry was reftorcd. 

About the time that Sir Thomas 
came to the office, there was a great 
turmoil in Johrt's kitchin and back* 
yard, and in Peg'6 garret, where in- 
deed (he harboured a parcel of curi- 
ous fellows, who did not mind thebu-p 
finefs of the family much, but would 
run you up and down (lairs like light- 
ning, (bmetimes get into the kitchen, 
the hen rood, or back yard, and fnap 
up any thing their fingers could lay hold 
of. Their miftrefs feldom got any 
rent from them, except a days work 

now 

4 

o 
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now and then in harvcft, or the ufe of 
their" children to keep the crows from 
the barky. But the true fccret of her 
liking to them was, that they were ex- 
cellent fellows at a brawl, and you had 
as good put your head in the (ire, as 
meddle with their miftrefs when they 
were by. But Peg could never get 
them to agree among themfelves till 
very lately, nor always to behave very 
refpe&fully to herfelf ; infomuch, that 
both John and flie were often tempted 
to condemn that garret. But things 
muft have their cdurfe, the garret gen- 
try have fometimes done excellent fer- 
vice, and there is nobody John him- 
felf likes better to fee about him, when 
Lewis Baboon or Lord Strutt come a- 
bout cudgel-playing, which is a very 

common 



x6 The HISTORY 

common cafe, as the learned Sir FJutn- 
phrey has very well obferved. 



CHAP. L 

How John quarrelled with Lewis Baboon 
about dividing the JVejt-common \ and 
bow injiead of going to law> they came 
to blows. 

W )TE account it a great oversight 
* * in the learned Sir Humphrey 
Polifworth, that he has taken little or no 
notice of John Bull's land -eft ate, his 
orchards, kitchen-grounds, and corn* 
fields, of which he 'has always poflefled 
an excellent (hare ; but confidered him 
as a fimple clothier and mechanic, 
merely becaufe he fent goods of this, 

and 
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2nd many orficr kinds to markets John 
got ready money, it is true, by thefalc 
of his £Oods ; but the great fapport of 
his family, and what made him be 
treated like a gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood, was the excellent manor of 
Bull-hat!, where John and his poftcrity 
may find capon and bacon, and beef 
and mutton, without being obliged to 
any body, and without cringing to Lord 
Strutt, Squire South, or Lewis Baboon, 
for their cuftom. Jt if tree, that the 
devil poflefled John fogKtiB&s to that 
degree, thatyqu could not hear a* word, 
from him but about bis ck*h» and his 
iron-work, and his pottery, and you 
would fee him up to the eyes in clay, 
or deeped, till he grew all the colours 
of the rainbow, in dyer's ftuff, or 
C fmoaked 
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fmoaked and roaftcd like a fmkh, or 
billow and greafy like a weaver, and no 
gentleman could keep company with 
him, or any of his family, fuch low 
habits they had got behind the counter, 
or in the work-fhop. * c Mind your cus- 
tomers, lads 5 " fays John ; " Good word* 
go far; Be civil to every body whether 
they buy or no ;" and then he would rap 
out a ftring of proverbs,fuch as, "A pen- 
ny, faved is a penny got * Faft bind, faft 
find," and fo forth ; in fhort, if it had 
not brfen for fome good blood which 
John had ftill in his veins, he muft have 
grown a merepedling, fneaking, defign- 
ing, mercenary rogue, as ever was. 

There was, as we fay, blood, or 
fomething elfe> that kept up John's 
fpirit, fo thaft he went abroad now and 

then, 
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then, in as gentleman-like a way as T 
could be wiflied, although Lewis Baboon * 
ufed to fit faeering at him fometimes as 
he pafled; bur John minded him! not a 
rufli. 

Now it happened, that John and 
Lewis had about the fame time taken in 
part of the weft- common, and though, 
their fields were not contiguous, the/, 
could not agree about their marches. 
Many meetings they had to fettlq them, 
but all to no purpofe, for no?je of them, 
knew well what he would be at. The 
common faying was, that Lewis wanted 
to get all the land in the country, and 
you needed only to tell John fo much, 
in order to put him in a downright foam 
of rage and fury, . However this be> 
C 2 Lewis 



ao T** HISTORY 

Lewi* tormented his own people enough y 
with making them ftick in poft* and 
Hakes in different parts of the common * 
and when John aflced him what he 
tneantj he faid r They were only rub* 
ing pofts for his cows to fcratch them- 
felves, in cafe they ftrayed fo far. But 

other people told John, that Lewis 
would fome day or other claim every bit 

of that ground as his own, by virtue of 
thofe ftakes, if he was not checked in 
time. Accordingly, John Cent him fome* 
angry meflage about thera T and Lewis 
m return, begged leave to prefent hi* 
compliments to Johny and aflured him, 
that the thing in the world he wifced 
moft, wai to Kve in good terms with 
lus honoured friend and neighbour John 
Bull Mean time* fome of John's cow- 

fcerds 
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herds met with a Allow or two belong- 
ing to Lewis, and after a great deal of 
bad language, painful to repeat, they 
came to blows, and made a great noife, 
which brought John and Lewis too, to 
fee what was the matter. John, indeed, 
happened to be in his barge that after- 
•noon,' on the lake to the weft of his 
houfe, which he affe&ed to call his own 
iilh-pond, and Lewis too being on hk 
way to the common, their barges un- 
happily met, when John, without any 
more ado, took up an oar, and aimed 
a blow at Lewis Baboon's fcratns, You 
<lamri'd, infidious, fair~tongued villain, 
this is ail your doing, with your (takes 
and your polls, and your covetoufnefe 
for land, which nobody will poflefs un- 
der you, you damned, oppreflive, 
C 3 fquefezing 
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iqueezjitg rafcal. . My dear John, fays 
Lewis, . what is the matter ? The mat- 
ter, you . fcoundrel ! With that John 
.aimed another blow ; but their barges 
ran foul of one another* and he fattened 
.on Lewis Baboon's wig, tore his bag, 
and threw it in the water ; in (hort, be- 
fore you could count fix, there was not 
a hat nor a wig to be feen in the whole 
boats-crew, of either fide. Hiftory 
fays, that Lewis had like to have been 
drowned outright, and was glad to get 
home with his head broken in many 
places, and curling John Bull, for the 
mQft rafh, cholerick, blunder-headed 
fellow, that ever was known in th$ 
wprlcl. 
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CHAP. II. 

What fort of fellows John and Lewj* 
were in ufe to employ to keep their or* 
cbards, and that poultry. 

TT I S TOR Y tells us many lies, if 
**• ■* this was the firft time that John 
and Lewis came to blows; and Sir 
Humphrey Polifworth may think to con- 
ceal it if he will, but many a time has 
Lewis, in his youth, loft his hat and his 
wig in fcuffles with John, and as often 
has John come home with a broken pate, 
though very few people durft tell it to 
his wife or his mother. In fhort, thefe 
two had been troublefome rogues to on? 
C 4 another 
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another time out of mind j and at the 
time of which we are now fpeaking, 
there was 00 fuch thing as law or juftice 
in the whole country. If you could 
keep your own, it was weH •, if not, it 
did not fignHy complaining; two or 
three ftout fellows «ty oar back, a brace 
of piftols, or a bl underbills, was a bet- 
ter title to an eftate than the beft con- 
veyance in the world. Whilft you 
thought yourfelf fure of your lands, 
two or three fellows in the neighbour- 
hood would be difputing who ihouJd 
have it; and of Lord Struct, Lewis 
Baboon, Squire South, Nicholas Frog, 
John Bull himfelf, and all the gang of 
them, there was not one to mend ano- 
ther^ they did not mind blowing out 
* one another's brains one farthing 5 they 

had 
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had got honourable names for thieving, 
robbing, and houte-breaking, fuch as 
policy, conqueft, and invafion ; and if 
you lived in their neighbourhood, they 
were fure to leave you nothing, unlefe 
you could handle a cutlafc, or fire a 
blunderbufs, and kept friends with Tome 
one or other of them, who protected 
you for his own fake, or that he might 
take all you had at a more convenient 
time. God hdp the poor milk- fop that 
drafted to the goodnefs of his caufe. 

This made every body look about 
him* and John among the reft, for 
many a day, had as (tout a family of 
young fellows as any in all the neigh- 
bourhood, and would not take an af- 
front or an injury from any man. 

His boys were for the moft part fober, 

peaceable 

4 
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peaceable fellows within doors; but if 
there was any noife heard over-night a- 
mong the poultry in the orchard, or the 
workfhop, it needed only the bark of a 
dog to bring a fcore of them into the 
court, and from every corner of John's 
houfe you could hear nothing but driv- 
ing who fhould be out firft. Every 
body had his cutlafs, or his carabine 
at his bedVhead, and it is hard to fay 
which they were moft jealous of, their 
father's honour, or the prcfervation of 
his eftate. It was the pride of John's 
heart in thofe days, to fee his boys 
hardy and refolute, and he hated a 
fneaking, puny, pewling fellow, like the 
devil. 

In this humour John lived for many 
a day \ but many changes happen which 

nobody 
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nobody looks for; people perfuaded him . 
by degrees, that if he had money enough 
there was nothing elfe worth minding. 
From this hopeful maxim, he even ne- 
glefted fending his children to fchool, 
locked up tbeir cudgels and cricket- 
batts, and would not let one of them 
touch a gun, for fear they fhould hurjt 
themfelves. He had got by heart all 
the (lories that ever his nurfe had told 
him, about the accidents which happen 
at rough play, or in handling firelocks, 
and would repeat them fometimes, till 
his wife and his mother were quit? 
alhamed of him. 

It would require the pen of a great 
hiftorian to tell how this great change 
wa; brought about. Some people faid, 

that 
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that John was old and began to doat % 
others laid, that it was all owing to an 
old nurfe who lived about the houfci 
but alas, they do not tell us how John 
came to be dire&ed by old women, or 
what was the reafon tkat fome of John's 
neighbours were grown worfe than even 
he was at this time. -Lewis Baboon was 
grown from a fpruce forward gallant, a 
mere prieft-ridden, whore-ridden* flim- 
fey periwig- making old fool. Lord 
Strutt could never be got out of his 
feed before deven o'clock in the morn- 
ing % and Nicholas Frog would rather 
have taken ready money for a farthing- 
candle, than fee his bed friend return 
from the grave. One ftout man could 
have chaced a hundred of them into the 
fea, and yet thefe damned fellows con- 
trived 
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trived to be very troublefome for all that, 
by means of a device of which the devil 
himfelf was certainly the author. In 
their younger days they were ail ready 
enough at a blow, yet as they and every 
body about them, had fame other bufi- 
nefc befides fighting, they could not 
well quarrel when they wepe otherways 
angagpd v but they came at laft to keep 
people on purpofe to fight, and as no* 
body cared what became of thcfc fcl- 
lows, they would fend them out fur the. 
turn of a itraw, to play the devil in alt 
the neighbourhood ; and the reft of the 
people at home trufting to them, be* 
came mere milk-fops and old women. 

An hiftorian of great credit affirms^ 
that this praftice was grafted on that of 
keeping a game-keeper % and for this 

reafon 
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rcafon it is, that although there be : 
many more of them in every houfe that* 
are neceflary to keep the game, they- 
are neverthelefs known under the title of 
game- keepers even uhto jhis day. In 
former times, continues he, every fa- 
ther of a family and his children, were 
fportmen more or Jefc. It mattered not 
who ftarted the game, they could all 
(hoot without diftindion ; and it mat- 
tered as little what part of the houfe a 
thief attempted to break in upon, the. 
firft man he met thought himfelf; 
obliged to defend the premifes. But 
when they grew lazy, fpiritlefs, and; 
purfe- proud, they mull needs keep. 
their game-keepers like lords, and each 
according to his cftate, got as many as 
he could well maintain, and thofe he 

employed 
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employed not only to knock down a 
bare, or a partridge, now and then, for 
the mailer's table, but to them he en- 
trufted the whole defence of his eftate 
inclofed and common, barn-yards, or- 
chards, and kitchin-grounds, and it was 
thought preemption in any body elf* 
to do any thing befidcs running away 
when any body attempted to difturb the 
houfe. Lewis Baboon would have kept 
you forty or fifty at a time, and this 
when nobody was meddling with him, 
as he faid, to guard his poultry, and at- 
tend him to church. » 

Thefe fellows did nothing from morn- 
ing to night, but firft turn upon one 
heel, and then upon another, put a gun 
fometimes to their hip, fometimes to 
their nofey fometimes to their fhoulder ; 

and, 
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and, in Abort, played fo many antic 
tricks with a mulket, that few or none 
of them could remember or diftinguifh 
its real ufe. But they bilked their 
landlords, curfed, fwore, and bullied, 
wherever they went, and in many 
houfes where fuch fellows were kept, 
nobody durft fay his life was his own for 
them. 

It may be bard enough to tell how 
any maftcr of a family came to keep 
fuch people about him; but the moft 
amazing thing of all is, how John Bull, 
fo kind a father, and fo good a maftcr, 
fhould ever think of entertaining fo 
many of them, and truft more to their 
afteftion, than to that of his own 
children. 
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It is true, that John's heart has al- 
ways mifgiven him in this project ; he 
generally keeps x dozen or fo, but no- 
body could ever prevail on him, or 
Mrs. Bull, to tell how long they were 
to keep them ; and every Saturday night 
when he pays off his workmen, he al- 
ways fays, Gentlemen, whereas it goes 
againft my conference, to keep fome 
damned rafcals perpetually about my 
houfe, you are to remain only for next 
week, and no longer ; but ftill he keeps 
them on in this manner from one week 
to another, for which he has many 
falvo's. In the firft place, fays John, I 
don't take any body but my own tenants 
fans, or now and then an idle fellow 
from my own farm, and I have always 
fome of my own boys who k^ep them 
D company i 
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company ; fo that they always behave 
very refpedfully to me, and have often 
taken my part, wheat fuch fellows as 
Nicholas frog keeps would have cue 
my throat. Secondly, fays John, I on- 
ly keep them as long as Squire Geoffrey 
and his abettors are like to be trouble* 
fome* which I hope will not be long. 
But many of John's enemies faid, that 
there was a better reafor* than all thefe 
put together, viz. that he was afraid to 
fire a gun himfelf, and was frightened 
out of his (enfes when he had not fome 
of his bullies by him. 

Whether this Was the caufe, or the 
efieft of his keeping thofe fellows, it 
muft be owned that John Bull, who 
ufed to be a bold hearty fellow, always 

mailer 
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m after in his own houfc, and afraid of 
nothing, began to fneak about the 
doors, and would ftart at his own 
fhadow ; and when there was any noife 
in the orchard, or poultry-yard, he 
would fcour up to the garret, and leave 
the game-keepers and the thieves to do 
what they pleafed with his effefts, (hut- 
ting his eyes, and flopping his ears, 
that be might not fee or hear any (hoot- 
ing of gups, of which in truth he wa* 
become marveloufly afraid. Lewis Ba- 
boon had no more ado, but to give ouc 
that. he was going to pay a civil vifit to 
Johp, in order to put the whole houfc 
in a pannic : and this word pannic was 
grown fo familiar with John, that he had 
it always ready as an excufe for running 
away upon the flighted occafion. 

D 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

How John got a terrible fright in bis 
own boufe of Bull-ball. 

IT was not always without caufe, tha t 
John Bull difliked the vifits of Lewis 
Baboon ; he knew what fine fport that 
rogue might have made for himfelf in 
fuch a houfe; and that befides cuckol- 
dom, many other misfortunes might have 
befallen the landlord. But hiftory, with 
all her gravity, will fcarcely make pof- 
terity believe, how much John was afraid 
of his own filler Margaret's garret lodg- 
ers. Once upon a time, two or three 
of them being feduced by fome out- 

landife 
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landifli perfon, who filled himfclf young. 
Mr. Geoffrey, got down flairs, ran into 
Margaret's dining room and drawing* 
room, overfet the china, drank the cream, 
and having found one of John's game- 
keepers teaching the maids to coddle 
apples in the back-kitchen, gave him a 
flap in the chops, and poured the fcald- 
ing water on him. From thence they 
proceeded as they thought proper; and 
though Margaret threw her poker at 
them as they paffed, with an air of great 
bitternefs and vexation, ]&ct John took 
it in his head that it was all her doing, 
and fent her word to keep them at home, 
otherwife he would let fire to herhoufe: 
but juft as he was talking in this drain, 
and abufing his poor fitter as a treache- 
rous vixin, who might have kept bet- 
D a ter 
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ter order in her houfe if (he pleafed, he 
was filenced at once with a knock on 
the pace; and without flaying to ice 
what was the matter, ran up to the leads, 
called out to his game-keepers, who were 
gone nobody knows where, then to Ni- 
cholas Frog, Roufterdivel, and all the 
damned names you can think of, to 
come to the afliftance of John Bull, 
whofc throat was juft going to be cut 
in his own houfe. 

Mean time, Mr. Luchar, for this was 
the ringleader in all this mifchief, con- 
tinued to do what he pleafed. When- 
ever he met any of John's fellows, he 
*fked, What trade are you ? And if 
they were weavers, he made them fur- 

pifh what cjoth hp wanted j threatening 

tp 
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to rip up their guts* In like manner, 
if they wefe brewers* tanners, cooks, 
fcullions, or nulfters, each in his way 
had fomething good for Mr. Luchar, 
and the fellow had learned hot to be 
afraid, although there were three hun- 
dred of them together. 

This fray, however, did not laft 
long ; Mr. Luchar was tired, and went 
away home to his garret, and John, who 
had been more afraid than hurt, came 
down flairs, and when he fa w" that the foe 
was a&ually gone, called out to let fire 
to Peg's houfe, to burn her, and all 
her vermin; for, fays he, 'we fhali 
never get any peace for them. Mean 
time, the game-keeper took heart at 
laft, went up to' the garret, and gave 
D 4 Mr. 



J6 The HISTORY 

Mr. Luchar a (tanning blow in the 
guts, juft as he was dripping to go to 
bed, and dragged him dawn to the 
court, where John was in a little prevail- 
ed on to come and fee the objed of his 
terror, with his hands tied behind his 
back. Then, indeed, he began tp be 
alhamed of bis own behaviour, and a- 
bufed all his people for letting him be 
fo muph afraid % he fcolded the very 
fcqllions for letting the bacon be carried 
off by fo paultry a fellow as Mr. 
Luchar. In fliort, he and every body 
cl(e threw the blame upon his neigh- 
bour, but all agreed in curfing and fink- 
ing fitter Peg, tp the deepeft pit of 
hell, 

It was hard to fay what the poor 
Woman had done to deferve all this 

treatment j 
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treatment ; but fome people fet to work 
with her merely becaufe it waft the 
faihion, and others found their account 
in it, fome in one way, fome in another. 
As for the game- keeper, it was not very 
difficult to fee his motive •, he had never 
beat any body before in all his life, and 
wanted now to magnify his feats as much 
as he could, and accordingly faid, that 
few people knew the amount of what he 
had done ; that if he had not fought 
with fifter Margaret's people one and all, 
he was no true man ; that he totally 
fubdued them, and knew of nobody to 
compare himfelf to, but the ancient con- 
querors. That if any body faid, that 
jthe whole of Margaret's people was not 
againft him, he was a fcoundrel, and a 
fafcal, and not to be trufted. 

After 
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After this, who and who were to be 
trufted became the great queftion in 
John's houfe. There was no pretending 
to any thing without being able to talk 
about trufting ; and fomc people would 
fcarcely let John Bull truft himfelf. As 
for poor Peg, he was the fineft fellow 
that fpoke the mod ill of her. Even 
focne of her own children who took 
care of nobody but themfelyes all the 
time that Mr. Luchar was ftirring, came 
abroad now to confefs with regret, that 
their mother wa3 afedvixin; that fhe 
had given Mr. Luchar a dram of cherry- 
"brandy, before he fet out upon that 
damned unnatural diabolical hell-fire 
fcamper ; that for their parts it was true, 
they had the misfortune to be born in 
her houfe, fome people faid of her own 

proper 
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proper perfon, but few people know 
who their real parents are : this, hoWr 
ever, they knew, that they had left her 
Very young, and never liked her com* 
pany. When one had made fuch a 
(peech a$ this, another endeavoured ftill 
to improve upon it ; and if one gave 
his niother two, three, or more abufive 
epithet*, the next did not fail to give 
five or fix. Atlaft one great dolt of a 
fellow, called Bumbo, made a flrift to 
get a round dozen of them on his fin- 
gers ends, with which he never failed to , 
Entertain John Bull as often as he met 
him. 

The fequel of all this fpite to their 
mother, was a great deal of kindneft 
to John Bull. Leave matters to us, laid 
they, welhall take care that fo worthy a 

man 
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man (hall not be impofed upon ^ you 
fhould always have fome of us about 
your own perfon, and give us fome de- 
cent employment, that no body may 
fufpeft the defign of our being here ; 
we lhall take care to place, people in 
that unnatural filler's houfe, fo that not 
a whifper lhall be uttered among her 
goffips, but "you (hall hear of it; and 
thefe fpeeches they commonly concluded, 
with a beware of counterfeits. John upon 
all this looked like a perfedt oaff: he 
thought Mr. Luchar's knife was at his 
throat every moment ; and tbcfe favour- 
able difpofitions they took care to im- 
prove. One time he was told that a 
coufin of Mr. Luchar's had come in 
fccretly at Peg's garret window ; at 
another time, that Mr, Luchar himfelf 

had 
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had bought a pair of new (hoes ; at ano- 
ther time, that his filler Margaret had 
laughed at him, when (he heard that he 
went up to the leads ; and all this, be* 
fides being alked regularly every morn- 
ing, what would become of him, if he 
had not fome trufly friends to ftand be- 
tween him and that unnatural lifter. In 
lhort, John was put from his fleep, and 
his appetite ; he flared and ftamqiered 
in his fpeech ; you could not hear a word 

of common fenfe from him ; and to 
have fpoken a word of common fenfe, 
would have difgraced you with him for 
ever. 

Hiftory fays, however, that John did 
not continue very long in this humour ; 
and, indeed, it mud be owned, that ic 

was 
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was for once a good thing to be of 4 
changeable temper : it would have been 
the devil indeed, to have continued for 
ever in the hands of fpics^and informers, 
perpetually talking of the mifcries of 
human life ; and the truth is, that there 
was nothing in the world more repug- 
nant to his ordinary temper; fo that 
though he could not all at once return 
to a perfeft cordiality with his fitter, yet 
he liftened to people who advifed hrm to 
take gentle methods with her. He ac- 
cordingly; let even Mr. Luchar himfelf 
off, with little more than an obligation 
to put on his breeches every morning 
before he came down flairs among the 
ladies ; and fent a civil meflage to his 
fitter, to alk her how fhe did, and to 
propofe taking a leafe of her garret> and 

faid 
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faid that he would pay her any rent fhe 
chofe to put upon it. Many odd pro- 
jects, indeed, were put in his head at 
this time ; fuch as to turn that garret 
into a ftable and coach-houfe ; to make 
fitter Peg lodge her coals ift it, brcfr 
her ale, and wafh her linen ; in fhort, 
to make Mr- Luchar himfelf, befides 
putting on his breeches, carry up earth, 
and plant cabbages and turnips upon 
the leads. It is true, that nothing of 
all this has been done ; but it is not 
John's fault, he was at fome expence 
about it, and meant all for the belt. 
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CHAP. IV. 

How John'j affairs bad like to have gone 
to the devil. 

WE know how difficult a thing 
it is to write hiftory. When- 
ever the reader meets with any thing 
that exceeds his own pitch, he prefently 
attacks the credit of the hiftorian ; and 
we (hall now be afked how came John 
Bull, who was fuch a coward in his own 
houfe, to be fo very rafh, as we have 
faid, in that fcuffle with Lewis Baboon. 
The fad is, that John never was flow 
at getting into a quarrel ; he was choleric 
beyond meafurej and as for mifchief 

out 
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cut of doors, there was nobody readier. 
He had a parcel of watermen who feared 
neither man nor devil, and when he wm 
in his barge, either on the eaft or the 
weft lake, it was but a word and a blow 
with him ; he never was afraid to meet 
with Lewis Baboon there, nor any where 
elfe, except at home. When you pro* 
pofed to John, to go over to Lewis's 
own houfe, and break his bones for him, 
he thought nothing more eafy ; but alas, 
if Lewis talked of coming to him, mat- 
ters went no better than we have faid. 

You will eafily believe, that after that 
fcufflc in the barge, Lewis Baboon muft 
be in a very great paffion. According* 
ly, he curfed and fwore like twenty dra- 
goons, that he would fpeedily fee John 
in his own houfe, and {how him in the 
£ face 
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face of Mrs. Bull herfelf, what fart of a 
man he had affronted : this waa fooner 
laid than done. But in the ra#ra time, 
joobody could Cell what was become of 
John, and all bis watermen ; whilft Lewis 
Baboon went vapouring about every 
where, and did what he pkafed. He 
-drove John's cattleoutof Cracket-Ifland, 
and took poffeffion of it; although John 
ufed'to think that nobody could ever dif- 
pute iftands with him, fo ready was he 
'with his barge to relieve them : but the 
truth upon this occaflon was, that John 
had got into one of thefe pannics we 
have mentioned, had applied to Nicholas 
Prog to no purpofe, and a&ually brought 
over Roufterdivel, to protect him. But 
the whole neighbourhood laughed at 
him* when they faw that Lewis Baboon 

had 
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bad do more to do than to talk of going 
over to John, in order to do what be 
pleafed every where elfe ; and John got 
into one of the greateft pafiions that 
ever he was in in his life. AH the hifto- 
rians of that time, ring with the amaz- 
ing noife which he made about that fame 
Cracket-Ifland. He fwaggered and 
flared, and roared and fwore, that John 
Bull of Bull-hall was abufed and cheat- 
ed by his clerks, his watermen, his over- 
feers, and every foul about him. When 
he faw Roufterdivel, he called to his 
people to turn out that fellow ; afked, 
what the devil had brought him to his 
houfe; would not give him a bit of 
yi&uals, and threatened to go to law 
with him about a handkerchief : and in 
fliort* obliged the poor, fellow to go 
E 2 away, 
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away, very much puzzled to make out 
what fort of a man this fame Mr. Bull 
muft be. 

Upon this occafion, John made fuch 
a noife, that he wakened Mrs. Bull, and 
brought her down yawning to the parv 
lour, and rubbing her eyes, after one of 
thofe droufy fits, to which fhe had been 
lately fubjeQ;. He had already, to her no' 
fmall mortification, chaccd away two or 
three of her favourite fervants, who ufed 
to put her to bed every night, and 
among the reft his' own nurfe, who was 
grown of late a great perfon in all Mrs* 
Bull's junketings and private parties ; and 
indeed, for fome time, pretended to 
manage John himfelf as lhe thought 
proper. To do this nurfe juftice, there 
were few people had a better hand at a 

fack- 



*i&» 



ofMARGARET. 53 

fack-poflet; and though (he had no a* 
vcrfion to a glafs of liquor in a fair way, 
yet flic never tailed what came through 
her hands in the way of making cawdle, 
whey, or panada for the children : we 
never heard any thing amifs of her, 
fave that fhe would take the childrens 
halfpence from them to keep, and there* 
with make up little fums, which fhe lent 
to the fervant maids at intereft, when 
they wanted to buy ribbons, or other 
trinkets. But the love of money may 
be forgiven in old age, as alfo that 
meddling difpofuion which fervants 
ufually acquire when they have been 
long about a houfe. The truth is, that 
nothing could be more ridiculous than 
to hear this old woman put in her word 
upon all occafions. There was nothing 
E j in 
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in which flic did not think herfdf a per- 
fe& oracie ; flic talked to John not only 
about his markets and his bargains, and 
all his dealings with his neighbours, 
about the choice of fchools and mafters 
for his children ; game-keepers, huntf- 
men, whippers-in - 9 but, in fhort, about 
his drunken quarrels, boxing matches, - 
cudgel play, and quarter ftaff. She 
would govern every part of his houfe 
for him, and no fervant durft go with a 
mefiage from his matter, without firft 
afking her, if fhe had any commands ? 

Hubble-bubble, and this nurfe, had. 
gone hand in hand for many a day -, but 
alas ! the lofs of Cracket-Ifland fell 
heavy upon them both at laft. Bawd, 
whore and rogue, were the beft names 
they could get from John upon that oc- 

cafion, 



of MARGARET. ss 

cafion, and Hubble- bubbk got out Qf 
his way as faft as he could fcour ; but 
the nyrfe broke a cawdle-cup which (he 
had in her hand, and bid him go- find 
another to make (lops for himfelf and 
his children, 

John was greatly helped into this fine 
humour by one Jowler, for whom he 
had a great regard at this time. Moft 
hiftorians agree, that the name of Jow- 
ler was only a nick- name, which this fel- 
low had got from the boys at fchool, on 
accouftt of fome odd conceit of a re- 
femblance between him and a hound of 
that tiame in John's pack. They fay; 
moreover, that moft of the boys had the 
name of fome dog or other given them f 
and that they ufed to makfe one of them* 
(elves the hare, and fo hunt him with 
E 4 a 
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a mighty noife, in imitation of John's 
pack. As to the dog Jowler, his re- 
femblance to the perfon we are now 
ipeaking of, has procured him a place 
in the records of hiftory. There we are 
told, that this dog had a very loud 
tongue, and that if he could not lead the 
whole pack, he never failed, at leaft, to 
carry off five or fix couple, fometimes 
on a right, fometimes on a wrong fcent j 
that he thereby fo often fpoilt the fport, 
that the huntfman was downright crazy 
with rage, and often threatened to turn 
Jowler out of the kennel, and fome- 
times actually tied him up at home; but 
then he made fuch a noife, that Mrs. 
Bull could get no deep for him in a 
morning; and the huntfman was as 
often obliged to leave Mango's tomb 

and 
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and plaifter in the kennel, whilft Jow* 
ler was fuffered to lead the pack. Then 
John had excellent fport, and the huntf- 
man no great caufc to complain; for 
• Jowler was tradable enough, and a 
crack of the whip would make him 
leave the purfuit of the ftag, for that 
of a pole-car 9 ' or a rabbit, and this not 
abfolutely for want of nofe, but for 
fear of being turned down among the 
babblers again. 

Although we account it below the 
dignity of hiftory, to adopt, or retail 
nick-names, yet we think ourfclves 
obliged in this cafe, to retain a name 
which has come down to us on the great 
tide of writers, which watt and carry 
the tranfa&ions of that age. . To re- 
turn, 
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turn, therefore, from this digreflion ; 
Jowler no fooner obferved the humour 
which John was in, than he chimed in 
diredly* he told him that his family 
had never been fo much difgraced be : #. 
fore ; that the fcandalous lofs of Cracket- 
ifland was more owing to his overfeer, 
than to the waterman who was fent to 
look after it ; that it was Ignominious 
for John Bull, with a houfe full of fine 
young fellows, to need the protection of 
fo forty a fellow as Roufterdivel ; that 
if he did not look about him, he would 
foon become the jeft of all the neigh- 
bourhood, and loie all the ground which 
he had upon the common, or any where 
clfe. To approve of a man's advice in 
one thing, and truft him with every 
thing, were infeparable with Jphtr; ac- 
cordingly, he put all his affairs dire&ly 

£ into 
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into Jowler's hands, and for the firft 
fortnight neither Sir Thomas, nor any* 
body, elfe, durft controui him ia any 



C H A P. V. 

How John confulttd witb bis friends 
about the method of retrieving bis af- 
fairs. 

JOHN was a great perfon for col- 
1 e £Hng his friends together to have 
their advice, but for the moft part he 
did juft what he pleafed for all that % 
and he had always fome point or other 
in his head, in which it was in vain to 
contradict him. This was the cafe now 
about the malverfations of his fervants, 
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and though there were many people 
difpofed to fofren him, not a mortal durft 
put in a word. In the height of his 
paffion he abufed everything that had 
been done, right or wrong, for many 
years before. They had negledted his 
new farm upon the common, and fent 
bis horfes, his ploughs and carts, to la- 
bour Sir Thomas's land in the eaft coun- 
try * they had run him in debt over 
head and ears, pawned his plate, and 
mortgaged his eftate 5 they had made 
his wife, who ufed to be a notable wo- 
man, a mere fot, with ale, brandy, and 
flops. The nurfe had even fpoilt his 
9wn ftomach with nafty mawkilh warm 
drinks, and over-heating his ale. With 
3)1 this in his head, whenever he went, 
to any of the neighbouring ^ towns, he 
ipftantly repaired to the coffee-houfe, 

and 
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and poured all forth to the firft perfon 
he met. All the world admired the 
vigour of his fpirit, and the honefty of 
his intentions, even when he carried mat- 
ters too far ; and we all know, that if 
the father of fuch a family does not 
make arnoife fometimes, affairs will be 
managed but fo fo. 

About this time of which we are now 
fpeaking, John had a circle about him 
wherever he went, and talked of his af- 
fairs from morning to night. He teftU 
fied a particular averfion to the employ* 
ing of Roulterdivel any more, fwore that 
he himfclf never would crofs the Jake up- 
on any body's errands, and that if any 
body came over to meddle with him, 
he would (how them that he could de- 
fend himfelf. In all which, Jowler en- 
couraged 
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couraged him ftrongly, and repeated 
every word John could fay, in a much 
higher tone than himfelf * and next to 
the point of getting 6xed in the manage- 
ment of the buiinefs, ieemed to have 
nothing more at heart, than to break off 
all idle connections, to keep John at 
home, and put a gun in his own hands, 
to avoid thedifgrace of running to other 
people for protc&ion on every trifling 
alarm. Whatever might be done after* 
wards, Jowier knew this was no time 
to baulk John in any of his fancies 5 and 
accordingly, he affifted in all his con- 
fukations, and nobody fo loud as he. 

One day,when John's tongue was run- 
ning on God knows where, he was afked 
by fome of his friends what he intended 
to do. Do you intend, (aid they, to afk 
Lewis Baboon's pardon for ftriking him 

in 
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in the manner you did, or do you per- 
fift in the defign of giving him gentle- 
many fatisfa&ion ? I tell you what, fays 
John, if Lewis Baboon had a thoufand 

Cracket- iflands of mine, and that he 
would give me them all for afking his 
pardon, I would not do it. He is a 
vile, over-reaching, undermining, trea- 
cherous rogue, and there never will be 
any peace in the neighbourhood, as long 
as that fair-tongued rafcal is out of hia 
grave. Let him come out in his bargp 
again, and I (hall njeet him; but I 
know the rafcal, he has perpetually 
fome bad defign in his head, and when 
lie is found out, he will bow and fcrape, 
and make compliments ; but he does 
not lay it afide for all that, he only 
waits for a time to put it in execution, 
not in a fair gentlemany way, but be- 
4 hind 
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hind your back, or when you are afleep, 
or indifpofed : but I will drefs his jacket 
for him, if 1 find him put his nofe upon 
the lake again. 

But only fuppofe then, faid they, that 
he fhould flip over in the night, as he 
has often threatened, with a parcel of his 
game keepers, and take poffeffion of 
your parlour and bed-chamber, which 
are worth more than Cracketlfland to 
him, do you think, he will give you 
time to fend for Roufterdivel, as you 
ufed to do? 

Ail the fires of Sodom and Gomorrah 
fcize me, fays John, if ever I fend for 
Roufterdivel with his great tobacco* 
pipe, his four crout, and his damned 
lingo, that nobody can underftand. 

Odds- 
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Odds-blood, an't I as good a man m 
Roufterdivelor Lewis Baboon i Though 
I have not fo many game-keepers* yet 
1 have as good dean-made fellows about 
my farm as he j and if my own children 
will let me be infulted, it is time that 
John Bull was gone the way of all 
flefh. 

But what can your children do for 
you* faid they, when your wife, and 
your nurfe, and your fteward, will not 
let one of them touch a gun or a cut*' 
lafs, and think there is no fafety but 
in the dark cellar, or the coal-hole, 
when. there is any difturbance in the 
yard. 

^ Well, fays* John, I (hall tell them 
afiother tale 5 my boy§ (hall learn to de- 
V ; * F fend 
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had me a$ they ufad to dp. I have 
ten the time when the ftoutcft of diem 
afi durft not meddle wkh me* tod that 
time fhall return again, if I can get arms 
enough to furnilh my hall, as I always 
iad it, till now. 



CHAP. VL 

H<W the Nurfe dreamt that John But* 
had banijbed all the weavers. 

"f TT7E may believe that after fc bury 
* * a day, as we have been defcrib- 
ing, the Nurfe was not likely to get a 
very good night's reft; flatting, tnmb* 
ling and tolling lhe had . in abundance^ 
but very little found fleep, r $he. could 
? aotfhut an eye, but prefeptly Ihe dreamt 
4 o£ 
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pf fome mifchicf or other. One time 
(he thought the pan boiled over in the 
fire ; at another time, that the cat's paw 
was in the cuftard ; and finally, about 
three o'clock in the morning, (he dreamt 
that John Bull had banifhed all the wea* 
vers from his houfej (he faw the beams, 
the tradles, the fliuttles, the pirns, all 
tumbled in a heap into a great black 
boat; (he few all the weavers porting to 
embark. When (he would have feized 
a piece of broad cloth, behold it was a 
great iron cannon ! When fhe put out her 
hand to fave a pirn, lo> it perked up 
in her face in the make of a, piftol ! 
Terror and amazement awaked her ♦, (he 
forgot her refolution never to talk any- 
more to John Bull about his affairs, and 
thought herfclf now called upon by 
Fa . • heaven, 
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heaven, to interpofe in behalf of him 
and his children. 

: ^Accprdingly, (he loft no.tinle in thf 
morning, but went ftraight to the par* 
ipgr, where jhe found John as bufy a$ 
ever, talking about the orders Jie wa> 
to give in his houfe : and having tojd 
iim her dream, earneftly. befeeched him 
*to tell her, whether he had any fuch in^ 
tention, with relation to the weavers ; 
for (he thought that a perfon, who had 
ceafed to i>£ guided by her, would flick 
'at nothing. * \ ' - * ' '' 

v;'* c . The woman is crazy, fays John.^ 
{ , am only thinking how Imiay bcft 
fecur t e the peace and welfare of ' my fa* 
tnily, a,nd how to keep off rogues \ and 
y&u alk me, if I am to banifh my weav- 
ers ? 
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«rs? TU defend my weavers to the laft 
drop of my blood 5 they (hall fare no 
worfe than I do; late or early, if they; 
are molefted, I Ihall be with them, and 
I know that they will ftand by me a- 
gainft all the world." 

" What better prote&ion can yo\f 
defire for yourfdf or them, fays the nurfe, 
than your own game-keeper, or Roufter- 
divel ? It would do one good to fee, 
how that fine tall fellow will flop and 
turn, and do what he is bid." 

c< A plague take the wom^n, fays 
John, with her Rouflerdivel ; dp you 
think. that I am a coward, a. fcoundrel, 
a bead, a blockhead, a milk-fop, that 
I muft always run for prote&ion to 
other people I I tell you again, that I am 
F 3 'able 
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able to defend myfelf, and that I have 
peopte enow about my houfe to ftand 
by me." 

" And how do you propofe that they 
Jhould ftand by you ? fays the nurfe ; 
When Lewis fends over his game- 
keepers, with theit guns and their fabres, 
who will ftand by you then ?" 

". Odfo," fays John, cl cannot my 
people have guns and fabres as well as 
they?" 

" Alas! then, fays the nurfe, my 
dream is read. You will not have a 
weaver in your houfe in three days, if 
you go on at that rate : who do you 
think will fit quietly on a loom, with 
guns and piftols pointing at them in 
every corner, and that bdy George put- 
ting 
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ting crackers in the candles, and firing 
bis piftok at fparrows, and lhoocing the 
neighbours cats when they come about 
the hedges f See who can fetlt to work 
for you, if they are in perpetual danger 
of having their eyes blown out with 
fquibs, ferpents and rackets? Do you 
think a tradefman can do any good if he 
is feared at that race ?" 

« Scared T fays John, €C you don't 
think that a weaver Will be feared when 
he turns game-keeper, and I have none 
better on my grounds. If any of my 
people are afraid of a gun, fo much the 
more fhame to diem and to me* it* is 
die very thing I want to correct, by 
ufing them a little to what may be 
aeceflkry for their otfn defence audi 



mine*" 



F 4 " Worfc 
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" Worfe and worfe, fays the nurfcr 
if you ufe them to guns, you'll never 
get them to work a jot ; and banifliing 
the trade, is worfe than banifliing the 



men." 



" A tenfold madnefs has fcized your 
pericranium," fays John j u do you 
think that nobody can make broad 
cloth but cowards ; or that a fellow 
won't work, becaufe he knows he can 
defend the fruits of his labour ? You 
have no objection to the taking as many 
of my tradefmen as you can get, to! 
make game-keepers of them ; and be- 
caufe they work none, you imagine, that 
every fellow who takes a firelock in his 
hand to defend himfelf and me, is to 
le. idle too- JDon't. the game-keepers 
themfelves work when they are allowed,* 
• and 
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and arc paid for it ? have not' I known 
them give money to their overfebrs, for 
kave toi work at their own traded ? 'and, 
jnany a good penny has been got in that 
way. As ray people are ufeful to me, and 
to^themfelves, I intend that they fliaH 
work in fafety, and that nobody lhall in- 
fult an hoheft tradefman of mine, whilff 
they and I have breath in our bodies; Do 
what you will, you fliall never get me^ 
difgraced as you have done, with your 
idle jaw and nonfenfical trafh." ' 

. .... . [ ' ' c 

* cc Blefs- me, fays the- ourfe, what 
a, wild prtygdt you have got in yooc 
bead ! ' Yjw'jr.ttll me yau want to defend 
your 'hpufe. acid your eftate: -, .hut to what 
purpofe keep your eftate, if you cannot 
find' time, fo much as to- eat a bit of 
Warm vi&uals y hurried late and early, 1 
:: - banged, 
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bulged, foufed and drenched in all wea- 
thers, and this for fear that Lewis Baboon 
Ihould turn you out of your pofleffions * 
and what matter who has your pofieffioas, 
if you cannot fit down to enjoy them ? 
Et propter vitam vmndi perdere caufas.** 

€€ Hey-day, lays John, your hum* 
ble fervant, J^atin ! I remember you of 
old. Put goody, fays he, I knew 
you lired among the boys * but don't 
think to palm upon me as a commenda- 
tion of eating and drinking and cow- 
ardice, what, the old boy for whom I 
have fo often been whipped, damn him, . 
has faid againft a fellow who would for- 
feit his honour to preferve his life." 

"Well then/ 1 fays the mufe, "fee 
how you can keep your bargain with 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas. What will he fay, when 
he fees your houfe fwarming with piftols 
and carabines, and cutlaffes ? you know 
that he does not chufe to truft any body 
in this houfe with gun-powder, except 
the game keeper." 

cc Blood-and-wounds, fays John, you 
are more mindful of Sir Thomas than 
you are of me. I have heard nothing 
from you thefe twenty years, but 
Sir Thomas does not like this, and Sir 
Thomas does not like that. I was ad- 
vifed to (ake Sir Thomas into the 
management of my affairs, becaufe. 
Squire Geoffrey endeavoured to get a. 
game-keeper of his own, and da 
what he pleafed about my houfe. And 
now you tell me, that Sir Thomas and 

the 
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the game- keeper are the only people to" 
be trufted. Thofe gentlemen, it fcems,; 
will truft nobody elfe, and who the devil % 
will truft 'them ? I never knew any, of v 
thofe fufpicious people, that was much 
to be trufted himfelf. Ill doers are ill 
dreaders, as my fifter Peg fays. Odfo, 
if Sir Thomas does not .think himfelf 
fafe in my parlour with me and my chil- 
dren, he muft know of fbmething worfe 
than I thought of. Who was it that 
brought him about the houfe ? '• Have 
not I done all that lay in my power for 
Him ?' Arid now you and he won't let 
me defend myfelf, "becaufe he wonY 
truft me. I love Sir Thomas ; I mean, : 
Aat he fhall have the difpofaFof ail>tbe : 
arms about <my hottfr, and he fhall 6ndi 
ft>at 1 am his friendyWhen Hubble-bubble 
and y<h* are in your graves, and all the* 

nonfenfe 



oV MUG ARET. 77 

nonfenfe you arc perpetually putting ia 
his head and mine, is not worth a 
curfe. 

CHAP. VII. 

What happened after this converfatick 
with the Nurfe. 

WHO was listening to all this di& 
courfe, but the very boy George 
himfelf, whom the nurfe was fo much 
afraid of? This yo.ungfterj inftead of 
loitefing about the kitchen or the nur- 
fery, flattering the cook-maid, or the 
nurfe, for flops . and tit-bits between 
meals, was perpetually rambling about 
in queft qf fom.e divqrfion without doors* 
H? had procured a piftol and a gun, and 
6 powder 
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powder and (hot, all which he hid In 
the hay-ftack, or in crannies of the 
barn wall. You would think that he 
minded nothing but climbing walls, and 
fcrambling over hedges * but no (boner 
did he fee two or more people ferious 
•bout any thing, than he forgot all his 
play, tame to liften, as he did to this 
converfation between John and his nurfe, 
and gave fuch attention, that there were 
few articles relating to the family, of 
which he had not an excellent notion \ 
and could lee the folly and ridicule of 
people, who thought themfelves over 
wife, as well as another : he was a ptr« 
feft plague to the nurfe, who hated a 
joke, and was often put downright mad 
with his dry wipes and arcf> layings. 
He no fooner heard John talk in the pe- 
remptory 
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ftmptory manner above related, than he 
ran away to Mrs. Bull as fait as his legs 
could carry him, and told her all that 
her hufband had laid, and a great deal 
more of his own, without mincing the 
matter in the lcaft, by which he con- 
vinced her that John was not then in an 
humour to be eroded, and that whether 
flie liked the projed or no, it was beft 
to put a good face upon the matter. 

Every body knows that John had de- 
volved great part of his bufinefs upon 
Mrs, Bull ; no cradefman's bill could be 
p*id without her authority, nor any re- 
ceipts granted to any of John's tenants, 
in fhort, neither John himfelf, nor Sir 
Thomas, durft go to a fair or a marker, 
till they knew whether (he would ftapd 
to their bargain*. This had often been 

very 
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very troublefome to Sir Thomas, . and 
till he found out the way of managing 
her by means of Hubble-bubble, and the 
like perfons, he was obliged to proceed 
with great caution, and for the moff 
part to ftay at home, when he would 
fain have been a gadding. 

John, had been fo oft married, that it 
may be faid with fafety, that no man in 
the world ever had more experience in 
matrimony. He had tafted at times 
both the fwcet and the bitter; but it 
was a maxim of hi*, that any wife was 
better than : none ; and accordingly, flo 
iboner one wife xlied, than he inftantly 
married another. He never lik^d a tvo* 
man the worfe for having a fpice of the 
vixen i it pleafed hito.fq hc#r the cjack 

jpf * vjrqnjan^'tqpgyti jtfijht t£«tli is> 
+:: f ~ that 
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that in a family like his* it was no good 
fign when the miftrefs was not heard of 
both late and early. His prefent wife 
had got herfelf a tolerable name in the 
neighbourhod, as a quiet, difcreet, 
good fort of a woman ; and John, ac- 
cordingly, fometimes almoft forgot that 
fhc was in the family. She never let him 
have any of thofe dilputes with Sir 
Thomas about fettling the accounts, 
with which John had ufed to be de- 
lighted ; but commonly pafled them in 
the lump, faying, that every article was 
juft what (he would have thought of her* 
fclf, for the good of the family. With 
all this good undcrftanding with Sir 
Thomas, it was fufpedted that fhe had 
not ail the refpeft for her hufband that 
flie fhould have had ; and the more that 

Q W 
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Ac never (crupled to talk over all th* 
atts which (he had pra&ifcd in the courtr 
Ihip, and to tett, how- many a pot and 
penh/ it hbd coft her, to get a good word 
with hie fervants, thereby to fecure John 
to herfelf, when he might have had his 
choice of all the country ; and then (he 
would talk of her pm-money, and little 
perquisites, out of which, (he was per- 
petually endeavouring to make up fome 
little ftock for herfttf. The nurfe and 
Hubble-bubble humoured her in all this 
tfay of talking, and faid, to be fure, 
nobody tf ould marfy fuch an old fellow 
afc John Bull, except with a view to get 
fdttething by him. $y this, and fuch 
likVdifcourfe, they had got a great deal 
to fay with her f and could have eafily 
perfoaded her at this time to put off the 

project 
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prbjeft of giving out the guns, if they 
durft have ventured to croft John fa a 
thing he was fo much bent upon. The 
boy George allured Mrs. Bull, that 
John muft have at leaft fifty or fixty at 
a time, and all that the nurfe could ven- 
ture upon, was to make her abate one 
half} with which iblacing herfejf in the 
mean time, (he let an order fee fignejl 
for the reft. 

It is hard to fay, what made Hubble- 
bubble and the nurfe fo averfe to thia 
fcheme. As for Hubble-bubble it is pro- 
bable, as moft hiftorians agree, that he 
did not know very well himfelf. But 
the nurfe, who was no fool, moft people 
thought, muft have fo'me other teafons 
befides her dream. However Ais be, 
G 2 wc 
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we fliall relate fafts as they occur in 
the courfe of our hiftory. 



CHAP. VIII. 
Ccncernitig fifter H>t& 

WH E N the accounts were brought 
to fitter Peg of all thofe fine 
doings in John's houfe; how Jowler 
was entrusted with every thing, and was 
driving it away like Jehu ; and how 
John had brought all his arms from the 
cellar, and was determined to fight with 
Lewis Baboon himfelf; and how John's 
hall was ftuck round, as it ufed to be, 
with guns, pikes, bayonets and cut- 
lafies, mixed, as report was, with flags- 
branches, fox fkbrs, and folitairs taken 

from 
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from Lewis in his youth ; Peg expect- 
ed a meflage every minute to defire ihc 
would garnifh her hall in the fame man* 
ner, and get ready the few young men 
(he had left in her houfe to oppofe 
Lewis, in cafe he fhould attempt to 
break in that way. But many a day 
pafied without any tidings y and what 
was mod furprizing of all was, that with 
all this lady's wonted fpleen, and acri* 
mony when flie was vexed, there wis 
fcarcely a difcontented word heard from 
her on the occafion. One morning, in* 
deed, at breakfaft, (he faid, that (he 
could not blame her brother*, but that 
(he could not well underftand, what 
Mrs. Bull meant by putting fuch a flight 
upon her, or how it came to pafs that 
her own clerks, whom (he fcnt to the 
G 3 office, 
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office, and Who had nothing elfe to-do 
but to mind her affaire, never let her 
hear a word of (he matter. 

This was almoft all that (he faid, for 
a great while, and that with fo little ap- 
pearance of concern, that few hiftorians 
have taken any notice of it. People 
who thought of former times, expe&ed 
bad humour enough from her on this 
occafion; but the fa& was, that this 
lady was greatly changed in her manners 
and deportment. From being jealous, 
captious, and ready to quarrel about a 
ftraw, flie was grown in a very little 
time, a quiet eafy- tempered, good- con- 
ditioned body, as could be wifhed, and 
this made fome people think that the 
girl might have been always eafy enough 
to live with, if people had not played 

tricks 
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tricks on porppft to vex .her, whfrh it%- 
deed was fo often the cafe, that yob 
would have thought her jq a. perpetual 
paflion ; and (he was, by the habit of 
continual fretting, fo much Qn the 
catch, that (he thought herfelf affronted 
often, when no fuch thing was meant. 
In thofe days her fervants had better Ipfc 
(heir ears, than flight her in the manner 
they now did, and they conjmgnly flood 
as much in awe of her, as the fervants 
ip John's, or any other hpufe cpuld do 
of thei* mafter and Wftrefs. But it was 
^ changed world now. Her el^er boys 
apd upper fervants pafle4 mtfl gf th^r 
time ou^of the hopfr; and fent any or- 
ders tbey pkafed, abopt the kitchen, 
„the- cellar, ortheftrm-, and thpfc whp 
flayed at home, apd did the w4j>rJc Qf 
G 4 the 
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the family, forgoc the way to com- 
plain. 

Whilft John's houfe perpetually rung 
with the marrow-bones and cleavers, or 
cat-calls and groans cither in honour or 
contempt of the upper-fervants, accord- 
ing to their behaviour ; infomuch, that 
Mrs. Bull's own woman durft not give 
herfelf any faucy airs - y in Peg's houfe 
all was hufli, the good and the bad 
were ufed almoft alike; and as to the 
bufinefs of the office, it was out of fight 
out of mind with Peg; Jhe fent her 
clerks to wait upon Mrs. Bull, and al- 
though (he was at no pains to fend 
people that would not require looking 
after, yet (he never inquired any more 
about the matter. Accordingly, they not 
only negle&ed her concerns, but often 

gor 
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got bits of the bcft, for abufing her to 
the nurfe and the game-keeper, and 
others of Mrs. Bull's gojfips ; and few 
or none of them thought of any thing, 
but how to get a fhare to thcmfelvcs of 
what was going about Mr* Bull's houfc. 
She had even the mortification to fee 
fome of the worft of them come home, 
from John's counting-room, with direc- 
tions to keep the keys of her cellar and 
pantry, and deal out the vi&uals to her 
children; in doing which, they had 9 
wonderful jargon, which nobody could 
underftand, but which had a ftrange efFeft 
in benumning and ftupifying all their, 
hearers. They talked perpetually of the 
people above, the great folks, or the 
people in power; and now and then 
would whifper Peg herfelf, that if fhe 

kept 
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kept her temper, tbe peoplt abovt might 
poflibly make her a prefent of a hood, 
or a tippet, or a nev? petticoat, at a 
proper time; and though (he did not 
know, who the devil thefe people above 
were, (he was perpetually gulled with 
this fort of talk. Thofe who pretend 
to understand thefe matters, fay, that 
the people above were fuch as had the 
naming of John Bull's fervants, and 
that they contrived new offices, and a 
variety of perquifites and vails, on pur* 
pole to allure people, who were willing 
to fell their fouls to hell, and cheat their 
own father and mother. 



C HA P. 



o* MARGARET. 91 



CHAP. IX, 

How Lewis Baboon was belaboured and 
drubbed ; and bow Jowler behaved. 

WHAT we have already fet 
forth, was the real ftate of fitter 
Margaret's affairs, when her brother 
took that fturdy refolution for himfelf* 
but left her. out. His, indeed, was the 
beft part of the family, and it was well 
that matters were carried fo far. John 
was likely fome time or other to go all 
lengths for his lifter, as well as for him- 
felf •, and it was the faflbion at this time 
to fay, that the great Jowler would never 
ftop, till every good work was accom- 

plifhed j 
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pliflied * but hiftorians do not mention 
any great things that he did in the mat- 
ter. It appears, indeed, that this fel- 
low did fet himfelf in earned to touzle 
-Lewis Baboon, and fo befet the lake and 
the common, that Lewis could no where 
appear, without getting a knock on the 
pate with an oar, or a punch in the guts 
with a hand-hoe,' and fometimes had 
muflcet- bullets whittling about his ears 
fo thick, that he ran as if all the devils 
in hell were let loofe at his heels. 

In (hort, Jowler went on helter-fkci- 
ter ; and as long as John and his wife 
were in the humour of paying his bills, 
he hired all the poachers, game-keepers, 
and whippers-in in the country, and did 
not care a farthing for a fellow, unlefs 
h? could fend him off the country, 

t* 
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to do fome mifchief or other. For this 
reafon he made John get as many game- 
keepers as pofiible, but never a word of 
arming his own children. He made up 
matters again with Roufterdivel, gave 
him all he afked, and encouraged him 
to play the devil in the houfe of Squire 
South, John's old friend. He font more 
people to look after Sir Thomas's farm, 
than ever were there before in this world* 
He brought John in bills of expence 
laid out in the Eaft country, fa extra* 
vagant, and confiding of fo many arti- 
cles, that you would have thought all 
the taylors and apothecaries in the coun- 
try, had been concerned in making 
them up. But Jowler minded nothing 
of all this ; as long as John was in the 
humour, .he went on, and bullied and 

roared, 



94 TheHISTORY 

roared, and' fpent his money, as if the 
mailer's falvation depended on the noife 
which his man Jowler fhould make in 
the neighbourhood ; and there was no- 
thing to flop him, for peoples tongues 
were tied up, fome by one thing, fome 
by another ; and well did he know how 
to hold one tongue, that ufed to be the 
lpudeft of all on the like occasions. 

There was, however, feldorn a day but 
John had the news of fome mifchance 
befalling his foe Lewis, and then he had 
the marrow-bones and cleavers at ' his 
door, and his houfe rung with dancing 
of hornpipes, jigs, and country bumkins. 
It was in vain to tell him that thefe 
things would not avail his family a fix- 
pence after all was over, and that he had 
forgot the fine refolutions he bad taken, 

about 
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about thr defence of his own houfe at 
home, the clearing up of his old arms, 
and lending his children to the fencing- 
fchool. 

Jowlcr kept him perpetually drunk, 
in order to get his money to fpend ; 
there was feldom a night, but he made 
him <irink twelve bumpers, and dance 
three hornpipes ; fo that John frequently 
expofed himfelf to the neighbourhood, 
and in his cups talked no lefs than of 
taking the half of Lewis Baboon's eftate 
to himfelf. 

In all this hurry- fcurry, the nurfe-and 
Hubble bubble were' laughing in their 
fleeves ; they faw their own game played 
to better purpofe, than ever they durft 
venture to play it. Sir Thomas and 

they 
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they got the fingering of more money 
than ever they had feen before in their 
lives, and they might lay it out where 
they pleated, fo they let Jowler have 
the honour of the treat : whilft in the 
mean time they faw no neceffity of tak- 
ing the arms out of the cellar, and 
they hoped, that John would foon for- 
get all that he ever faid upon the fubjeft. 
And fo, perhaps, he would, till Lewis 
Baboon chofe to put him in mind of 
it again, if it had not been for the 
boy George, and one or two more. 
But George never refted till he got his 
gun again, which the game-keeper had 
taken from him fome time before ; and 
there was no hindering of him, from 
getting fome choice fellows together 
on holidays to (hoot, as he had an 

order 



o? MARGARET. 97 

order for it under Mrs. Bull's own 
hand. 

The nurfe then thought thatfhe would 
give them their bellyful * fhe faid, that 
Lewis Baboon was coming, and advifed 
Sir Thomas to call them out of their 
beds, at all hours of the night, to (end 
them over hedge and ditch, from poft to 
pillar, and never give them any reft, in 
hopes that they would tire of their pro- 
jeft ; (he thought that when they found 
there was no money to be got by the 
bargain, they would beg to be off. And 
here hiftorians obfcrve, that this good 
woman had forgotten, how much young 
people like fun bctier than money. But 
ftill flie made Something of a bad bar- 
gain 5 (he advi&d Sir Thomas never to 
-let thefe people come home, becaufe 
H Lewis 
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Lewis Baboon was coming, and to fend 
away all the game-keepers to his own 
farm, becaufe Lewis Baboon was not 
coming. In fliott, we can find no clear 
account of Lewis Baboon's real inten- 
lion, in any hiftorian of that age, much 
lefs colled any opinion about it from 
. the condud of John Bull's advifers at 
this time. 

CHA P. X. 

How Jitter Peg began to look about her ; 
and' bow fie wrote a letter to her bro~ 
tber John. 

MANY were the freaks which 
John had taken in his head at 
different times : he once thought of 
turning lawyer, as every body knows j 

but 
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but he now defpifed that and every 

other profeffion, and would be nothing 

Jefs than a duke or a lord. He thought 

that he only wanted a fuitable eftate to 

maintain his dignity, and encouraged 

every fcheme that was laid before him 

for acquiring it. He had,' accordingly, 

twenty propofals brought him every 

day in writing by Jowler, all entitled, 

" Speedy and eafy methods of acquiring 

a great land eftate, humbly addreffed 

Co John Bull, Efq*" Iflands were to 

be feized here and there by main force * 

the whole common was to be inclofcd, 

without enquiring who had a right there; 

plantations were to be cut down, and 

fent to market; farms were to be let 

to tenants that John could confide in, 

and every door was to be chalked 

H 2 with 
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with John Bull's name in great let* 
ters. 

Why ihould not L fays he, have a 
great eftate, as well as another ? Every 
body knows, that Lewis did not come 
honeftly by all he has, yet the rogue is 
never the worfe efteemed in the neigh- 
bourhood* 

Whilft John's head was bufied with 
thefe hopeful proje&s, the news came 
that Lewis Baboon was coming in 

earneft. John looked like a perfon juft: 
awake from his firft fleep, and made 
fome motions towards the back-door, 
before be recollected that he had fome 
guns ready in the hall, and that he and 
his people^ mjaft be affronted for ever, 

if 
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if 'they did hot pluck up thrirfpirils. 
H* faw a good many of his people ready 
to Hand by him> and the blood returned 
to his face * the game-keepers were all 
brought into the yard ; and the nurfe 
herfelf was then glad to fee as many of 
John's people in arms as pqffible* the 
watermen were fcnt out in the barge to 
meet Lewis Baboon * and John, in 
fliort, patted the - night, as eafily as 
could be expefted of a man in his fitu*- 
tion. 

It is an old faying, Every man for 
himfcif, and (Sod for us all. jbhn ifi 
his hurry, barricading his doors, aftd 
polling his people, forgot his fitter Mar- 
garet altogether. There was, indeed, 
a game- keeper lodged in her houfe, but 
this poor fellow could ffarcely * pretefid 
H 3 to 
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to fecure one door, and Lewis had 
twenty methods of coming into her 
houfe, where there was neither lock 
nor latch, nor a fingle piftol to refill 
any body, that (hould attempt to force 
his way ; and the worft on't was, that 
I^ewis had lent a {culler, with Ibme 
of his game-keepers boys, to take ad- 
vantage of this lituation. What could 
a poor woman do ? the maids and the 
children fcreamed in every corner of the 
houfe, and Jowler lent a gun to Mac 
Lurchar, as if Peg's garret was the 
only place expofcd, and left her pantry 
and her cellar to take care of them- 
felves. 

Many people in the houfe were of 
epinipn, th»t (he fhould write imme*- 

. diately 
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diately to her brother John, to reprefent 
her cafe, and put him in mind, that 
when fhe trufted her affairs to the 
management of his clerks, it was in 
hopes that her concerns would be equal- 
ly looked after with his own; Jack, 
who by this time had fown his wild oats, 
and was grown an orderly converfable 
fellow as you would defire to fee, was 
clear for writing this letter. " From 
the little I have feen of this troublefomc 
neighbourhood," fays he, " I am con- 
vinced that no family is fafe from ill 
neighbours, and thievifh fervants, with- 
out the mailer and his children can take 
care of themfel ves# As arrows are in the 
bands of a mighty man, fays the Pfalmift, 
fo are children of the youth. Happy the 
man that hath his quiver full of them: 
H 4 they 
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they Jball not be ajhamed, but fpeak with 
the enemies in the gate. That is the 
true defence," fays Jack, " and let us 
have . U, A game-keeper may be out 
of the w?y* but the child of the houfe is 
always. by irfs father's fide." In fhort, 
as he was no trifler, fo he was feldom 
idle, when there was any thing of con- 
fequence to be done, and never minded 
whether his opinion was alked or no. 
He fpoke loudly on this occafion, and 
as he kept a regular correfpondence with 
Sir Thomas, never failed to tell him his 
mind. Peg herfelf, who, as we have 
laid, was rather gentle and inoffehfive in 
her ordinary deportment,gave fome figns 
t ,of difcontent and vexations you could 
fee a little fiercenefs return to her eye, 
#i\d the affection and confidence with 

.whiclj 
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which fhe had always of late regarded 
her brother, perhaps, at this time help- 
ed to augment her difpleafure. It is a 
grievous thing to' be neglefted by people 
to whom we make advances of kindnefe 
and refpedt : this, however, did not ex- 
tort from her any injurious terms to 
her brother. If there was a cloud, it 
Was readier to break upon his enemies 

head than on his. The truth is, that 
inftead of having that wafpifh crofs dif- 
pQfition, which fhe had often difcover- 
ed in her youth, fhe now needed fome 
encouragement and fpiriting up, to be 
able to defend her own. This did not 
hinder many people from thinking her 
greatly improved ; fhe had, indeed, 
more bloom in her complexion, or was 
rather lefs pale than formerly, and was 
- »* 2 [what 
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what you may call a tight comely wo- 
man to converfe with, rather than one 
of your delicate beauties. But be her 
perfon what it would, it was neceflary 
to defend her houfc and her children ; 
and people told her, that if flic would 
write to her brother, he would not,hc- 
fitate a moment about putting it in her 
power to do fo. Peg was not near fo 
ready in taking refolutions as fl\e ufed 
to be, when left entirely to fhift for 
herfelf; and even fo fmall a matter as 
writing a letter, (he put off from. day 
to day ; at laft, {he got up one morn- 
ing very early, and with the affiftance 
of fome of her children and relations, 
drew up a fcroll of the following letter, 
which was afterwards copied out fair, and 
fent by a careful perfon to her brother. 
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A copy of Margaret** Utter *° her hro* 
tber John. 

" My dear Brother, 

"IT was with great pleafure that I 
<* heard lately from people who fre- 
quent your houfe, that you had taken a 
refolution not to depend any longer upon 
Nicholas Frog or Roufterdivel for your 
defence 5 that you had collected your 
fpirit very opportunely, and have fince 
found yourfelf fortiBed, by what is the 
real ftrength of every family, the affec- 
tion and vigour of your own children. 
My heart warmed to the profpc£t of 
finding myfelf in the fame fituation, and 
J could have almoft wiftied for an op- 
portunity to fee your children and mine 

fairly 



roa T\h* history 

fairly united, againft fome common op- 
prcflbr, a cafe in which I hope they will 
always be invincible. But whatever my 
fituation may be, I do not repine at your 
profperity. Our interefts, ihdced, are 
tfnfeparable, and I cannot be perfuaded* 
when matters go well "with you t that 
(hey can, at the long run, go ill with mt 
or my family. This made me bc*r 
patiently with your people's neglcft of 
jme, when they ordered your family itu© 
a pofture of defence > and indeed, un- 
Je£ it had come of yourfeif at that time, 
I was unwilling to have any matter 
ftarted, which might have embaraflfed 
you in what you was about, by furnifli* 
ing, as I was told it might do, the people 
who were difpofed to crofs you, with 
arguments againft your fcheme. Thofe 

gentlemen, 
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gentleman it fcems, have a language 
ready prepared with refped to me, but 
I enter into no contentions with them. 
It feetm that words have their weight 
after their meaning has ceafed to be be- 
lieved. It is in this way only, that I 
can underftand, why a fufpicion thrown 
upon me in words Ihould be regarded, , 
whilft your fervants in my own fight, 
carry arms to Mac Lurchar, the only 
perfon almoft whom you or I have rea- 
fon to diftruft. I do not condemn that 
proceeding of yours ; it is an inftance of 
your openneis and good- nature, and I 
believe has met with a fellow, who has 
the heart to (land by his friends, and 
who, if properly dire&ed, will fight for 
you and me, rather than for any body 
elfe. 

<c But 
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" I fhould tire you, if I was to fay 
every thing that occurs to me on this 
alarming fubjed, and upon an occafion 
which would juftify greater degrees of 
impatience, than I have hitherto ex- 
preffed. When I think, that the very 
enemy againft whom your people have 
taken fuch care to fecure themfelves, is 
now hovering about my doors, where 
he is Aire neither to find Jock nor bar, 
nor a fingle muflcet to oppofe his entry, 
I may well lofe my patience, and wifli 
at lead to hear the caufe of this diffe- 
rence explained* 

*' I (hall diredl my own people with 
you, how to a£t upon this occafion » 
and I muft beg the favour, that you will 
afiift in procuring me directions how to 
proceed in warding off the blow, with 

which 
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which I am now threatened ; or let me 
know where I am to find bread for my 
children, if what I have within my doors 
is the property of every fool^ who may 
be difpofed to take it. 
I am, 
with the fincereft efteem 
and affeftion, yours, &c. 
MARGARET. 

This letter had a tone of impatience, 
perhaps, becaufe it was the fuddcn burft 
of a fentiment, which Margaret had bcea 
at fomc pains to ftifle. She naejmt, as 
hiftorians affirm, only to fpeak of the 
prefent alarm > yet the broke into the 
fubjeft at once, and then was tlmofk 
aflhamed to own, that (he or her children 
were afraid of Lewis Baboon's fcurvy 
waterman, though, to &y the truth, fhe 
could then have made no defence. 

I CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

How this letter was received by John. 

TViT A R G A R ET certainly did her 
i ** brother wrong, if (he fuppofed 
that he had ever refufed her the privi- 
lege of defending herfelf, or that he was 
in any degree averfe, to give his confent 
to whatever might be necefiary for that 
purpofe. The fatft was, that he had 
forgot her altogether, and never once 
thought of the queftion, whether (he 
%ould be put upon the fame footing 
with himfelf in this particular. 

When John Bull a£ted from his own 
temper, and without reflection, he never 

difcovered 
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difcovered any remains of diftruft or an* 
tipathy to his filler : but when any mat-* 
ter came to be ferioufly confidered, .and 
friends, as John- expreffed himfelf, were 
confulted, then he had, indeed, fome 
unfavourable maxims relating to her, 
which he had retained from his youth, 
without having ever examined them 
fince ; and any ill-difpofed perfon, put- 
ting him in mind of a bit of cuftard or 
cheefe-cake, which fhe had fnatched 
from him in the nurfery, could have re- 
vived all his antient prejudices ; and 
then, indeed, from his manner of talk- 
ing, you would imagine that his poc- 
kets were in perpetual danger. And 
fpeaking of his filler and her family, 
you would imagine that he had got a 
neft of gypfies whom he could not dif- 
lodge from his barn, that their fingers 
I 2 were 
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were perfeft fifh-hooks or harpies claws, 
perpetually (ticking in his bade. There 
were people enow who Found it of ufe, 
to put him in this mood, and they were 
fure never to negleft it, when any of 
Peg** people whom they did not like, 
came about thehoufe to fell trinkets, or 
afking for fervice. Then they would 
afk John, whether he meant to bring 
the itch into his family, or go to bed in 
perpetual fear of having his throat cut ? 
But if any b6dy came, who was in the 
ufe of flattering, lying, or pimping for 
themfelves, then a loufy fellow who had 
been kicked out of Peg's houfe, was the 
moil valuable perfon in the world, and 
John could not do too much for him. 

You may believe, that if Hubble- 
bubble or the nurfe, had been warned 

of 
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of a perfon's coming with a letter from 
Peg on this occafipn, they would not 
have failed to have called, Stop Thief * 
but by good luck the letter was deliver* 
ed into their m after' s own hands, and 
they durft not for their lives fay a word 
more on the fubjed at that time. John 
had got fome bumpers that afternoon -, 
his watermen had met with Lewis Ba- 
boon's people, and he was gone abroad 
with Jowler, to fee fome boats that had 
been taken from Lewis, and wrecks 
that had been driven on (hore. When 
he had read Peg's letter : Ah ! fays he* 
poor fitter here is mightily afraid in- 
deed. Here is a fpot of work now, 
Jowler. She is not fo much afraid 
either, but flie wants that her young 
men fhould be armed as well as mine.** 
I 3 * % Signify 



^ 
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" Signify to her, fays Jowler, that the 
greatnefs and importance of the affairs, 
in which you are now engaged, muft 
throw all domeftic details into a feafon 
of more leifure.*' " Ay, ay, fays John, 
tell her we are drinking Lewis Baboon's 
dirge here, the fellow's joints are ftifF 
by this time j tell her to open a new tap 
for her boys, let them be merry, that's 
all. She fhall not fee Lewis Baboon 
this twelvemonth, I warrant her. How- 
ever, as to the affair of getting guns in 
her houfe, if my wife and fhe can agree 
about it, I have no obje&ions." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

How Mrs. Bull'* attendants were prepared 
on this fubj eft. 

11 yTARGARET could fcarcely ex- 
t-*-*' pedt any other anfwer from her 
brother ; he might, indeed, have talked 
to his wife, and it would have become 
him to have done fo very loudly •, but 
the fettling matters of that kind, w^s 
left entirely to her and Sir Thomas. 
This circumftance Peg knew, and ac- 
cordingly wrote to Mrs. Bull, Sir 
Thomas, and all her own clerks in the 
office, to each in the ftile which was 
proper for her to make ufe of 5 and as 
I 4 all 
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all the originals are rn our hands, not to 
interrupt the courfe of our narration, 
we intend to defer the publication of 
them, with that of many other origi- 
nal papers, to the conclufion of this 
great work. 

Notwithftanding that Peg had taken 
all this trouble, many people were of 
opinion that the aflair would never be 
heard of in the counting-room, fo much 
were they ufcd to fee Pfeg's affairs over- 
looked* but they were miftaken. Gil- 
bert told Mrs. Bull the firft or fecond 
time he faw her, what a fait he was 
to prefent from her filler, and two or 
thtee 6f Peg's boys were determined 
that it ftiould mot go without a hearing. 
Mean time, the nurfe and Hubble- 
bubble were not idle. The fcheme 

which 
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which they thought to have fruftrated 
was taking place very fad. The boy 
George and his companions were laugh* 
ing at them as ufual, and the young 
men who had been fent out to watch 
Lewis Baboon's motions, pad their 
time merrily in the fields, playing at 
cricket, pitch-bar, and foot- ball, from 
morning to night, eat their vi&uals with 
a good appetite, and flept as found in a 
barn, as ever they had done in the beft 
bed in John's houfe : all which, the 
nurfe would not have believed, if you 
had fworn it to her on all the four evan- 
gelifts. In fliort, there was no appear- 
ance of their tiring, and they would 
have held out through mere fpite, if 
they had been tired, when they found 
that there was any intention to vex 

them. 

AH 
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AH this was fore enough * upon the 
nurfe, without being obliged to fee her 
prediftions equally falfified, by having 
tne fame thing tried in fifter Peg's houfe. 
This {he could by no means think of 
with any patience, and fhe determined 
to do all fhe could with Mrs. Bull to 
prevent it. For this purpofe, Hubble- 
bubble and (he took their opportunity to 
talk to many of Mrs. Bull's attendants. 
They put them in mind of all the per- 
quifites, prefents and vails, which had 
been fo kindly thrown in their way 5 
obferved of what confequence theprefent 
affair was to them, and that if they fuf- 
fered their friends to be baffled, and dif- 
credited, they muft not expeft to be 
ferved fo, in time coming. You may 
foon get other people in our places, 

faid 
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faid they, who will be willing to court 
you for the fake of your miftrefs; 
but can you go as familiarly to a new 
comer, to alk for a bit of victuals, or 
a glafs of liquor between meals? By 
this and fuch like talk, they contrived 
to fecure the people who had Mrs. Bull's 
ear. And though they were fure of her- 
felf at laft, yet matters would go much 
more fmoothly, if they could get any 
of fitter Peg's own clerks to give up 
the affair, as if Ihe was not very much 
bent upon it herfelf. 

Hiftorians agree, that they tampered 
with many people for this purpofe ; but 
it is well known that not a foul of them 
would liften to propofals of that kind, 
till they came to Bumbo, whom they 
would have tried fooner, if they had 

not 
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not thought themfclves fure of him, and 
at the fame time known what degree of 
credit he was likely to bring them* 
They had fometimes let him loofe upon 
Mrs, Bull before, to very little purpofe j 
although for difcourfe he was always 
ready, and had duff in his head, which 
might be turned into jocular fayings, 
ferious fentences, pathetic declamations, 
angry ebullitions, or plaintive ditties, 
with equal propriety. He made the 
fame thing pais in all thefe fhapes, but 
the hearers did not know either when to 
laugh or cry, unlels he gave them a 
fignal, by a flap in the chops, a re- 
markable roar, or a doleful whine, by 
means of which it was dangerous to fie 
near him ; and whether you was near him 
or no, the changes of his voice pro- 
duced an odd fort of mounting and dip- 

pfoSt 
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plag, like the heaving of waves, and 

had the fame effeft in railing a violent 
indication to vomit. They fay, that 
he had often turned Mrs. Bull's ftomacfc, 
and that lhe always took cordials when 
Sit e*pe&ed a vifit from him. Thb 
being the cafe, he was to be employed 
with caution ; but he had ftill one qua* 
Iky* from which they expe&ed feme 
good, and that was his precife and ac- 
curate method of dividing mankind into 
Thomtfts and Geoffrites ; in the laft of 
which claffes, he commonly put his mo- 
ther Peg. 

A Geoffrite originally meant any per* 
fon who* was for reftoring Squire 
Geoffrey to the management of John 
Bull's bufincfc, and a Thomift the op- 
po&ce. What this gentleman meant by 

thefe 
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thefe appellations nobody could find out/ 
for he fometimes beftowed them indif- 
ferently on Sir Thomas's beft friends ; 
and what is more furprizng ftill, on 
people who never thought of Sir 
Thomas nor Squire Geoffrey in all their 
lives ; as well as fome others, who ne- 
ver thought of any thing at all, but how 
to fill their own bellies gnd their pockets. 
He himfelf, it was faid, was a Thomift 
of this kind * but whilft he did nothing 
himfelf, but fwallow the warm pottage 
he had got from John Bull's nurfe, he 
wanted to perfuade you, that other 
people's heads were conftantly taken up 
about the divine right of attornies to 
treat their clients as they pleafed. A 
Geoffrite was his favourite topic to 
fpeak upon ; but whether it was to (how 
his fagacity in finding out What efcaped 

other 
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other people, or merely becaufe he had 
never feen any body paid for finding 
out Thomifts, it is certain, that for 
one Thomift, he would point you out a 
dozen of Geoffrites; and you would be 
furprized, how the devil Sir Thomas 
got into the management of John Bull's 
or filler Peg's bufinefs at all, as Bumbo 
certainly was not in the way to help him 
to it. 

With all thefe confiderations pro and 
con, the nurfe was extremely defirous to 
fee him ; and as fortune would have 
it, he was no lefs anxious to fee her. 
He wanted at this very time a fpecial 
reward for all his fervices, no lefs than 
to be appointed major-domo in Peg's 
own houfe : this was a fort of a man 
' houfe-keeper, and was commonly a 
1 grave 
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grave elderly perfon who kept the keys 
of Peg's pantry, and entertained as he 
thought proper any of the tenants, who 
had affairs about the houfe. The lad 
major-domo was lately dead ; and as 
John Bull's nurfe took the charge of all 
pantries and nurferies far and near, and 4 

would let nobody meddle with them, but 
who was of her own chufing, it was 
not doubted at this time, that her fa- 
vourite Bumbo would be the man. But *4 
in order to fecure it the more, he fur-' 
nifhed himfelf with a lift of fome dozen 
of GeofFrites, picked up nobody knows ' 

how, and containing fome of thofe who 
were likely to oppofc himfelf, in getting j 

the major-domo-fhip in Peg's family. 
With this proviGon he went down ftairs, 
and fo acrofs the court to John Bull's 
houfe. 

2 CHAP. 
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L CHAP, XIII. 

f 

? How Bumbo difcourfed with John BullV 

Nurfe 9 and found her not fo great a fool 

as he thought her. 



BUMBO, without ftaying to fpeak 
with any body, went ftraight to 
the nurfe's clofet, Where he found her 
very melancholy, lamenting her con- 
nexion with fuch a fool as Hubble- 
bubble, and not much comforted with 
the thought of having nobody now to 
truft to but Bumbo. * However, , as the 
faying is, a drowning man will catch at 
a draw ; whenever he appeared, (he got 
up and embraced him. Which he un- 
derftanding to be as much as to fay, My 
K • dear 



-f 
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dear major-domo, I am glad to fee you, 
was going to thank her, when (he broke 
out into a perfeft rage againft lifter Peg 
and her family. \ 

What, fays (he, is the meaning of this 
impertinent faucy letter, you have tent 
from your houfe to Mr. Bull ? have I not 
enough to do with his own humours and 
his freaks, without your refrefhing his 
memory, and pretending to copy after * 

him like the afs in jEfop ? Set you upy 
indeed ! we fhould bring our matters to 
a fine pafs, if we minded all your letters 
and remonftrances. 

I hope your ladylhip, fays Bumbo* 
does not imagine that Ihad any hand it\ J 

writing that letter, or would put any 
thing ia Peg's head^ which I knew to be 

fo 



t 
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fo dlfagreeable to your lajyfliip ; indeed, 
I could not lhcw myfelf any where) 
without the hazard of being abfolutcly 
} worried by the people who were for 

writing that infolent letter. 

What (hall we do then ? fays the nurfe ; 
if that vixen is fo much bent upon this 
whib), Mrs. Bull cannot poffibly refufe 
her hufband's own fitter, what the world 
will call fo poor a favour ; it would look 
like mere jealoufy and fpleen, and might 
breed heart-burnings between the two 
families. 

Here Mr. Bumbo, perceiving the 
good woman's extreme diftrefs, thought 
how he beft might comfort her, and 
thereby tucn the difcourfe to the affair of 
his own major-domo-fhip. My dear 
madam, fays he, don't be uneafy * this 
K a letter 
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ktter was written by a parcel of Geof- 
frites,. of whom I have a. lift in my poc- 
ket , the few Thomifts that are in that 
houfe, would fooner be hanged than do 
any thing fo difagrceable to your lady- 
fhip. 

Yours are right Thomifts, fays the 
nurfe ; ours here are more trbublefomc ' 
about thofe matters, than any body i but 
allure me, fays (he, that this letter is a 
forgery, and I (hall love you as long I 
breathe* 

A mere forgery upon my lalvation, 
fays Bumbo. 

Well faid, fays fhe, what comfort 

you give me ! Let us away to Mrs. Bull, 

and have thofe forgers tried to the 

utmoft. 

Before 
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Before your ladyfhip goes, fays Bum- 
bo, I have a little affair to mention :' 
your ladyfhip knows, that the major- 
domo is dead, may not I prefume to hope, 
that your' ladyfhip will do me a good 
office .with Sir Thomas on this occafiQn ? 

Affure yourfelf that you fhall be 
major-domo, fays the nurfe ; but you 
muft not go, till Mrs! Bull has heard 

your evidence about the forgery, 

" * 
Upon my honour and reputation, 
ftys Bumbo* there is no occafion ; the 
forgery will appear quite plain, every 
word of it forged, as I declare to you ;.' 
but that unnatural woman was perfuaded' 
to defire me to fecond her appliqation, 
and your ladyflvp knows, that even a 
major-domo leads but a dog's- life, . if. 
K 3 . the 
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the miftrefs and every body be againft 
him. There is Small-Trafli, the Laird 
of Lick-pelf's brother, will give his oath 
about the forgery j and that is the fame 
thing as if I did it myfelf, for every 
body knows that we always fwear the 
fame things. , 

I don't underftand your fcruples now 
fays the nurie i would any woman defire 
you to fecond a forged application ? Be- 
{ides nobody ever heard of Small- Tralh ; 
and we cannot be anfwcrablc for trufting 
his evidence. Stay, ftay, my dear 
major-domo, and give us your own. 
proper evidence in this important point 
rf forgery. 

I pray, fays Bumbo, that your lady- 

lhip would confider my ftraits 5 I dare 

not fay a word about Geoffrites $ every 

4 body 
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body will roar, and fay, they knew 
wh^t was a coming ; nor dare J fpeak my 
mind about Peg; I beg that your lady- 
j. flap would not expofe me like a bawd op 

the pillory, to be pelted, battered, and 
fplaflied with rotten eggs, chewed ap- 
ples, and ftreet dirt, for the faithful 
counfcl which I give in your private ear. 
I will do twice as much for you in ano- 
ther way. 



Well, well, fays the nurfe, I fee the 
matter is hard, Gilbert and James will 
carry all before them. I fhall neither 
meddle nor make ; Sir Thomas will be 
impofed upon about the major-domo- 
(hip. There are many people looking 
for the place, and let me tell you it is 
an office of great confequence. You 
are young, Mr. Bumbo 5 and they fay, 
K 4 you 
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you are hot when my back is turned, 

and you do not under ft and much of the 

larder or the pantry, and you huff the 

poor tenants when they come about the 

kitchen, and that Margaret herfelf has 

not that confidence in you, which the 

miftrefs of a family fhould have in a 

perfon, who has fuch a truft about her 

houfe. In fhort, I have had many dif- 

putes on your account, and now I am 

an old woman, and don't meddle much. 

There is little appearance of my being 

able to obtain this favour for you ; but 

you may talk to Sir Thomas about it 

yourfclf. I am, indeed, very much out 

of order •, old age has many infirmities ; 

a very fevere cough I have, and am 

troubled with wind ; indeed, I have not 

eat an ounce of vi&uals for thefe three 

days. 

It 
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It is impoffible to defcribe what paffed 

in Bumbo's countenance" during this 

t harangue. It changed frdmfufpence to 

I? embarr&flrnent, From embarraflment to 

cbnfufion, from confufion to abfolute 

defpair ; and there it fettled, when th$ 

> nurfe concluded her fpeech and was juft 

a going. Well, fays he, with a faul- 

tering voice, I have got many enemies 

I on your account and Sir Thomas's ; here 

f ' they are, pulling the lift out.of his poc» 

ket, fworn Geoffrites, as I hope^to be 

Caved. 

That will not do, Mr. Bumbo, fays 
the nurfe ; we do not care a rulh for 
your Geoffrites or your Thomifts either, 
r They do well enough in their time, but 

when one is about ferious bufinels, I 

hate 
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hate trifling. If John Bull and bis lifter 
t*ke the defence of their houfes upon 
tbemfelvcs, we may all go packing. 
What influence can any body have in * 
family, where he has little or nothing tQ 
giye *w*y ? I have been all my life con- 
triving things for Sir Thomas and my* 
felf, co take to ourfejves, or to give 
way, and now you would have us part 
with one of the beft things we have. I 
have found, Mr, Bumbo, thgt a perfcn% 
influence in any family, depends on the 
number of good things he has to gives 
you muft have caps, ribbons and petti- 
coats for the maids, fugar- plumbs for 
the children, and luncheons for the clerks, 
And be able to help a footman now and 
then out of livery, otherwife they will 
inof give an old fong for you 5 £nd Sir 

Thomas 
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Thomas las found plenty about John** 1 
houfe, otherwife Mrs*. Bull and he 
would not be fo good friends as they arc. 
People muft have their vails and their 
perquifites. Many a time has Sir Thomas 
obliged his friend with a game-keeper's 
place or fo ; and confider with yourfelf, 
that if John continues to do any part of 
that bufinefs himfelf, what numbers* 
not only of game-keepers, forefters and 
whippers-in, but even weavers, taylors, 
fmiths, accountants, bakers, tanners, 
and fhoe- makers, will forget the way to 
Sir Thomas's clofet, and never think 
more of Hubble-bubble, or your hum* 
ble fervant. And then the manage- 
ment of RoufterdivePs affairs when he 
was brought over, was an excellent 
thing * truft me, many a pretty fortune 
has been got by Roufterdivel. But it 

is 
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is all over, Mr. Bumbo, all. over; and 
now a perfon who comes to afk for a 
major-domo-ftlip, thinks he majr do 
what he pleafcs. . 

Much honoured madam, fays Bumbo, 
I hope you do not conlider the fcruples 
of a friend as an abfolute refufal. I 
have always been rjeady to fwear what 
you pleafe, and if my oath be required 
to this forgery^ I. am ready to give it. 

* That' was fpoken like a major-domo, 
fays the nurfe ; let us away to Hubble- 
bubble, and fettle the tenour of your 
evidence. . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Showing bow it was tbefajbion to harangue 
Mrs. Bull. 

ALT H 6 r Mrs. Bull, in all matters 
of confequence, generally took her 
refolution before (he came into the office, 
yet it was the fafhion to talk to her, as if 
fhe was undetermined *to the laft ; and 
fhe herfelf humoured people in this 
whim, by liftening to them, as if (he 
was drinking in inftru&ion at both her 
ears, from every word:. they faid. This 
fame had its confequences, for fhe got 
the habit of doing nothing, unlefs fome 
body fpoke to her more or lefs, and 
then if fhe was never fo much de- 
termined upon a point, (he was often 

out 
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thcr, when they were both in the nur-» 
fery ; and aiked, what fecurity John 
now had, that fhe might not beat him 
out of his own houfe, or otherwife ufe 
him as (he thought proper. 

Mrs. Bull herfclf was aQiamcd of this 
argument •, for a woman, whatever Ihe 
may think, cannot bear to hear her 
hulband meanly fpoke of. But (he was 
foon relieved of this diftrefs, by a per* 
fon who fet forth John's manhood to 
fome purpofe * and in Ihort, gave his 
opinion, that to be afraid of fo inferior a 
force was mean and daftardly, to ex- 
prels any jealoufy of Margaret's difpo- 
fitions was injurious and abominable, 
as they had every reafon to believe, that 
fhe was well Satisfied with her brother, 
and only meant to tread in his fteps, in 

a 



* matter wbiqb wpuM fa? To fepnpwr^k 
forjxtfk 

One fellow came running from the 
pantry, with a bib and an apron, and 
quoted the nurfe's dream ; he faid, that 
although John Bull had baniQicd the 
weavers, it was no reafon why his filler 
Peg fhopld do the like; that Jhe had 
more need to have a piece of cloth feot 
her to make coats for ber children, than 
authority for any ftich pernicious fchemc* 
and that if fhe and her whole houfe 
were at the dopr, he would not grant (o 
ruinous a favour; that he remembered 
to have heard the condition that both 
houfes were in, when every body thought 
himfelf qualified to fight, that there 
was then neither wheel nor loom within 
the door, and nobody wr<?ught any 
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*at all ; and he afked Mrs. Bull, whe- 
ther (he would have thofe times re- 
vived ? t 

T9 .this it was faid, that every body 
^ might have heard of times, when people 

wrought very little, but thatthey always 
' wrought more or lels ; and that if there 

waslels work d6ne formerly than now, 

* it was becaufe fewer people were brqd 
*to 'tfufinefs, and becaufe there was not 
To ready a market for fine cloaths or 
"other niceties, by which tradefmen get 
v their livelihood; but that now when 
4 every body is bred to bufinefs, and a 
*tradefman f s work is well paid for, It 

* was abfurd to* fay, they would grow idle, 
merely becaufc they could keep their 

" own, and were put in a condition not to 

'be robbed and plundered. 
•♦ This 
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This did not "hinder others from talk- 
ing on without end. Some of your 
fine-fpun faint-hearted thinking people 
declared, that they did not think that 
John Bull or his fitter could profecute 
this fcheme; it was a fine one indeed, 
they faid, but the brother and lifter 
were now too old to think of fuch pro- 
jects* a good warm bed, an elbow- 
chair, or a couch, a glafs of cordial, 
or a bit of comfortable dinner, were 
properer fubje&s for them to think of, 
than fcrambling ovir hedges, lying out 
of nights, and dry blows : That game- 
keepers might be dangerous within doors, 
but that John had now no other chance 
to keep off roguilh neighbours : That 
either his own gamekeepers, or thole 
of other people, would lay him in his 
* L z u grave 
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-gtaire at laft: Thjttklccartifc bbti and 
jhts - After who had (b _<*M*jr n»ks of 
age about them, rather to thjnk of pre- 
rparing themfdvps for the other wojid, 
.than to talk of vapouring an j longer 
in this; In fhort, there was no«nd of 
the impcrtinencies .which were fpoken 
in this drain* all giving Mrs. Bull a 
fpeedy profpeft of widowhood, and 
turning her thoughts toward Sir Thomas, 
or fome other of your fpruce young 
£allarits. 

: Some fddki^hicky that Johrtbeatti 
nothing of all das, for lie was fixfietkftes 
as jbatotls as ten furies, and if he feat) 
fymjrtomb t>f *g* he had like wife r<- 

maftis pi youth* which would have v<ay 

ill brooked fuch infidious attacks on his 

feonour. For me pjtrts ive wilh that he 

2 had 



o 



*of MARGARET. t 4 ^ 

had heard every word of it, and "Had 
given the perfcn who fjpohe fo, a flap in 
the face ; for we do not fee what any 
body has to do patting people in mind 
of their age, and we are very fure that 
John will not die the fooner^ for doing 
all he can to keep himfelf alive ; and if 
he was to die to-morrow, we would 
rather fee him hearty and wel] while tie 
lives, wen? it but for an hour, thgp 

moping an4 drooping his heg4, and jp 
terror «ot only pf what « to come in the 
other world* hit syep gf every fopl whp 
may think to tread upon him in this. 

Nq fooner the ruffling, whifpering 
and hubbub which this fpeech had <x> 
cafioned was over, then in fteps a gate- 
keeper, tQ tqll how much better he could 
defend the houfe than any body. effe. 
L 3 For 
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For you muft know that the game- 
keepers were very angry, and treated 
John Bull as little better than a poacher, 
for pretending %o keep 9 gun in his own 
hpufe, 

He told Mrs. Bull that her hufband 
*nd his family were mere aukward lubr 
bers, who never could get the ftrut nor 
the air of a game keeper to the end of 
the world ; that a man cotild not fight 
unlefs he gave his whole time to it •, and 
that unlefs a man could fight to purpofc, 
he had better not fight at all. 

This fpeech met with an anfwer too. 
It was faid^hat every bocly would fight 
till he ran away *, that fome people ran 
jiway fooner, and others later ; that no- 
fcody ? howevpr, coyld do it fooner than 

the 
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the game-keepers themfelves,. had done; 
Open occafion i whether their manner of 
running away was better than any that 
John or his lifter could attain, this 
fpeaker would not pretend to fay, but 
he faw no harm in letting them have a 
gun in their hands now and then, to ufe 
them to itj in order that they might 
(land as long as poffible, if any body 
came to attack them ; and he could fee 
no obje&ion to this, unlefs it was faid, 
that peopje were the worfe for being 
ufed to a firelock, and fought beft when 
they knew nothing of the matter, which 
from what he had hiard of new hired 
game-keepers might poflibly be the cafe 5 
but that people would probably not 
urge that argument ; ancJ for his part, 
he had always confidered a previous ufe 
L 4 of 
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tff atrt*, a* an advantage in times of 
dinger ; and therefore, be thought that 
not only Mr. Bull, but his filter too, 
ftould have as much of it, as was con- 
fifctnt with their fituatta. 

CHA P. XV. 

ti$W Mrs Bull fat ftitt end beard a gnat 
deal more an this fubjeft. 

WE cannot well tell how it hap- 
pened, that although Mrs. Bull 
was confidering only, what anfwer (hould 
be given to fifter Peg's letter, yet John's 
own affairs were brought in head and 
ihoulders, and it feemed as if people 
were afraid to hurt Peg, except through 
John's fides. The truth was, that though 

fome people did not like to fee the 

humour 
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humour fpreading, they did not dmfe to 
flop it by objections peculiar to Peg, in 
which they could have been con trad i (fl- 
ed * and as the Kate of difparity to her 
brother, in which (he was put, could 
by no means' be gloffed over, they chofe 
to keep away from it as far as poffible, 
and fpeak only in general terms, Peg's 
clerks found themfelves obliged to do 
the fame thing. One of them told Mrs. 
Bull, that he came there to follicite a 
piece of juftice for an aged parent, and 
was furprized to find fo many people 
ready to diffuade her from granting ic 

If there are, fays he, Efficient object 
tions to the ofe of arms in a family, dif- 
continue it in your own * if there are 
not, why difgrace one part of your 
lioufe, by refufing what all mankind 

know 
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know ta be the great diftin&ion be- 
tween matters and flaves ? 



I am furprized, however, to hear fo 
much concerning the abfolute inconve- 
niencies of this meafure. It may be in* 
convenient for a man to do any thing at 
all for his own defence •, but if it be necef- 
fary for his prefervation^ to what pur- 
pofe talk of inconveniencies ? It is cer- 
tainly meant by people who fpeak in this 
drain, that the method now in queftion 
is more inconvenient than that by gattae : 
keepers, which is the only other one 
that I have heard of. If this is their 
opinion, they ftioulcl have entered fome- 
what farther into the queftion, than at 
prefent they appear to have done.' 

. . . This 
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This family has been for fome. time in 
the pra&ice of committing their defence 
!htirely to a certain clafs of people, 
whom they call game- keepers. Thole 
are the only perfons about the hoyfe, 
fuppofed to know any thing at all of the 
ufe of arms \ they are fet apart from the 
reft of the family, and by their manner 
of life, are made to (hake off all con- 
nection with them as much as poffible j 
and this, I fuppofe, that they may be 
at all times ready to go any where, or 
do anything that their profeffion may 
require, without any regret of their own, 
or incumbrance from other people. 

They are taught, for the fame reafon, 
to obey their leader implicitly, and to 
know no law but his commands ; to all 
which cpnditions they bind themfelves 

for 
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for fife; and in the mean time, do no 
work either in feed-time or harveft, but 
«re fed at the cxpcnce of the family. 

This, I apprehend, to be a very fair 
description of a game-keeper, as that pro- 
feffion is now maintained. Every body 
knows that Mr. Bull has chofen this 
expedient with great relu&ance. He 
was always apprehensive, that whoever 
was mafter of the only arms in a houfr, 
might foon become mafter of the houfe 
itfelf. The pra&ice, however, ftole 
upon him, and for ought I know, he 
might have gone all lengths in the ufc 
of it, if he had not been alhamed of a 
fydden, to find himfelf and all his family 
afraid to look any enemy in the face. 
H$ bethought himfelf of the wretched 

condition 
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condition he mutt be in, either if Km 
game ^keepers fliould turn againft him, 
(hould defert him, or even be out of the 
way at an unlucky time. And to fortify 
htonfelf agaiftft thofc calamities, he has 
diftrtbuted a certain quantity of arms 
amofrg hife children ; a certain number 
art tobe named in theif twos 5 to korti 
the ufe of thofc item* under the diwi- 
tikm of a peribn, to whom aii his othtr 
affairs ±re fo happily intruftcd. The 
peopJe ttho receive this inftru&ion HVe 
in the family, and mind their bufiaefs, 
with the Cngle interruption, which fonap 
days of pradicc, or nectflary fcrvkc 
may occafion. When they have taken 
their turn* they leave that fiation to 
others, and live as before * with fijbis 
only difference, that if the houfe is 

alarmed, 
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alarmed, they are readier to aft a part, 
in which they have already had fome 
practice. 

We have heard enough of the im- 
poffibility of putting this fcheme in 
execution •, but, I think, it is found 
fiifficiently practicable, when we want to 
have fomcbody in place of the game- 
keepers, whom we employ fo liberally 
elfewhere ; and therefore, I {hall not 
.now fay any thing, at all upon that point. 

*" Has it then any inconveniencies which 
: do- not attend every other method of 
felf-defence ? The expence, the inter- 
ruption of bufinefs, the trouble attending 
it, do certainly ncit exceed what is found 
"of the fame kind, in maintaining the 

profeffion of gime-keepers. In point df 

expence, 
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•expence, it is -evident we can afford a 
much more numerous body of men in 
this way than in any otheh, if inftead of 
.augmenting our game-keepers without 
end, to vie with our neighbours, we are 
fatisfie4 with a moderate number in or- 
dinary times, and prepare this refource 
for ourfelves, againft any fudden alarm. 

With refpedl to the interruption of 
work, it muft be allowed, that nobody 
can poffibly work Jefs than a game- 
keeper. To have fo many people idle in 
fucceflion, or the fame number of indivi- 
duals idle for their whole lives, appears 
to me prccifely the fame thing, with this 
only difference, that a game-keeper is 
idle, whether there be occafion 10 em- 
ploy him in his profeffion or no, the 
other is not. , 

As 
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As for the trouble I do not know 
any body who can have caufe to com- 
plain of it, except Mr. Boll aod his 
fitter; and when they arc tired, they 
-will probably let it atone, without 
troubling your ladyfhtp for any orders 
-about the matter* 

But 1 find people of very folemn au- 
thority, who tell us that it is dangerous 
to trail the youth of a family with aims. 
That befides quarrelling among them- 
fclves, they will fly in the face of every 
body elfe. That they may even drag 
your ladylhip off that couch where you 
fit, and kick us your clerks down flairs. 
I fliould be glad to know from whom it 
is you are to fear thefe outrages ; or if 
any body hi reality was to offer then)* 
to whom would you apply for "protec- 
tion, 
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I tion, but to thofe who call you their Jaw- 

> ful fuperior and their parent. It is 

i ftrange, that a parent fliould be Aippofed 

| Co hate no hold in the affe&iotis of her 

I t>wn children, or that they who ftand 

t firft in point of efteem and refpeft in tjw 

fkmily, fhould be m danger of being 

maltreated by thofe with whom they are 

fo nearly conne&ed. For my part, 

if the children of this family improve in 

their courage, their vigour, and their 

fpirit, I expeft to improve with them, 

and fhould be afhamed to own, that I 

fear lofing, in that cafe, the refpeft and 

affc&ion, with which I am now received 

among my companions. 

At any rate it feems it is owned, that 

we may quarrel among ourfelvcs ; and 

pray who is it we would have to .ht 

M worfted, 
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worfted, in cafe of fuch a quarrel? 
Can we forefce who will be in the right* 
that we may arm them, and nobody 
elfe ? It feems, we are fure, the game- 
keeper, at leaft, will be always in the 
right, fince we are for keeping him per- 
petually armed, and for rendering all 
the reft as tame and helplefs as pofliblc, 
that he may have the lefs trouble, or 
find them ready fubdued to his hand* 
Or do thofe who alarm us with the fear 
of domeftic quarrels, pretend that the 
game-keeper will never quarrel with 
any body ? I would gladly avoid this 
fubje<5t> but the queftion is forced upon 
us. I honour the profeffion of which I 
fpeak, and would often in my life have 
gladly embraced it. But when I was 
dcfcribing it to you, I thought that I 
was pointing, out the njoft dangerous 
: . . quarter, 
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! quarter, into which the fpirit of domef- 
i tic fadtion can come. Here is an or* 
| der of. men, who are always in readi- 
i nefs to aft, whofe leader is always pre- ' 
1 pared •, in pofleffion at all times of great 
power, and at all times defirous of more* 
i Other ,fa£tions may lurk under-ground 
i in the feed, or fpring into view to be 
crulhed as they appear; But this is at 
all times a full grown plant. There 
needs no : giant to tear it from the 
roots, nor is there any great addrefs re- 
quired, with the help of this weapon, to 
confound and deftroy all the civil and 
domeftic inftitutions of men, 

I fpeak not with a view to excite 

groundless jealoufies ; I fpeak in behalf 

of an institution, which is now com- 

pleated in one part of the fariily, and ; 

M 2 which 
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whipt, If carried to the other, mo$ 
prpvc our beft fecurity againft ili*de- 
figping m«, from within, or from with- 
out, io either kouft. If it be on *d- 
vantage where it i* already tftabjiflied, 
I bopp that your bdyftip wfll npt re* 
Fufe to Ibare it w«h ao only filter, who 
would be glad to employ ajl hi r fence 
in youj fervice, and now only cUm$ 
her privilege a* apiece of jpftice/froq* 
a perfon to whom Q» has intruftpd thr 
management of her affairs. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Hm Bumbo gave bis evidence. 

WE are far from commending 
, tbe praftioe of certain hiftoriaes y 
mfctt #cte»d *P give the oonapkat. 

ipceche* 
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tpeerhes winch ^dre fpoken itiarfy ages 
before, by feadfrS of armies, members 
of councils, and orators in popular 
aflemblies; we maintain that nobody 
can do this, except the devil, or fome 
pfcrfon to' whom the fpeaker himfelf 
gave a copy of his harangue in writing. 
This not being out cafe, we content 
ourfelves with giving a few broken hints, 
fuch as we have been able. to collet 
from the bed: authorities, in order to 
give our reader fome notion of the fub* 
fiance of what fi was laid to Mrs. Bull 
upon this great occafion, With rifpeft 
to the contents of this chapter, indeed, 
we ate finguhniy happy, fa hdvihg met 
with the mechoiri of Suck-Fift* a very 
Itemed mini df that age, who ufed to 
fed the gamekeeper's pointer, ifld be- 
ing prefent with Mrs, Bull on this 00 
M 3 cafion, 
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cafion, has transmitted to pofterity the 
particulars of Bumbo's appearance. 

By him we are informed, that Bum- 
bo, after all, was not put to his oath ; 
that the terrors of a formal oath ap- 
proaching, he fo explained what he had 
faid about the forgery, that it was not 
thought expedient to put him to it in 
public ; and the nurfe thought it was 
better to hazard a fpeech from him at 
large, which if the lady's bowels could 
bear to an end, would at Ieaft (how the 
world, that there was one of Peg's own 
people againft granting her requeft. 

Bumbo therefore appeared with this 
view, as no better could be made of it. 
Suck- lift relates, that he began with 
declaring the inftru&ions he had got 

from 
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from Margaret, to fecond her applica- 
tion. He faid, that for his part it was 
his opinion, that nothing could be more 
reafonable than the propofal ftie made* 
that if John Bull had arms in his houfe, 
or lent his children to the fencing fchool 
for a month or two, there was no reafon 
why Margaret fhould be hindered from 
doing the fame thing ; and that there 
was nothing more defireable than to 
have every diftinftion between the two 
families abolilhed. 

Were not Suck-Fift a writer of good 
authority, both in point of judgment 
and veracity, we fliould be apt to quef- 
tion the following particulars of his nar- 
ration ; they are fo repugnant to what 
went before, and fo totally void of fenfe 
or coherence, that not only we, but all 
future hiftorians will hefitate before they 
M 4 tranferibe 



i 
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transcribe tbis pare of his memoirs int& 
their works* But as fiflton is often 
more probable than truth, we draw a 
prefumption of veracity from the very 
want of likelihood in the cafe, and are 
lure that fuch things could never have 
come iirfo any body's head, if they had 
tidt btetrt true. To' diffuade Mrs. Bufi 
from flgnifig the order, whifch* it feems, 
Was brought her readjr wfittfeh, relating 
to Peg's people, he tells her, that it was 
cxaftly like that (he had already given 
in her own houfe. He did not pretend, 
at leaft in public, that the Geoffrites 
were many in teg's houfe, yet he would 
not even let Sir Thomas pick arid chufe, 
but (aid, it was giving arms indifcrim:. 
hatfety, to faife turbulent fpirits. tic 
commended Mac Lurchar extremely, 
and faid it wis a pity to tike him oi? 
his loom, except he was to be tranfport- 

ed; 
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t cd * that giving him arms would fpoil 

i his hand as a weaver, and hinder hia 

i fighting, in which he had behaved fa 

glorioufly, that he did not deferve to be 
difcouraged* much lefs annihilated,* tilt 
John had made up matters with Lewis 
Baboon. He pointed at many bad con-: 
fequences, that would attend employ-, 
ing Mac Lurchar, for the defence of ths 
houfe, fuch as fpoiling a good weaver* 
and the like ; but he infifted, that na 
diftin&ion fhould be made between hint 
and any body elfe, by puftiirig a line^ 
Or any other method that could feparate 
the houfe into two parts * I implore, be-* 
feeeh, and intreat, fays he, that you 
would not pulh any fuch line acrof$ 
our houfe ; let us all be treated alike, arid 
if there be any of us who are not in dan- 
ger of being molefted, or others who ate 

WW 
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not fit to carry arms, let us all be re- 
fufedthem together, that nobody's mind 
may be ruffled, nor any heart-burnings 
be left, but thofe which do or may 
fubfift between John Bull himfelf and 
his worthy fitter Margaret ; they have 
been ufed to more duft than any can 
raife between them, and can bear it all. 
He advifed Mrs. Bull to do nothing at 
all in Peg's houfe, left (he (hould forget 
fomething; when you have fliown to 
us, that you can remember every cir- 
cum fiance at once, then we will apply 
for your dire&ions, or devife a method 
of our own ; and as Margaret has al- 
ready born the difgrace of this difference 
fo long, I fee no reafon why fhe may 
not bear it fome time longer; her houfe 
can never be more open, or moredefence- 
Jefs than it is now, nor her children lefs 
qualified to refill thieves s and I fee no 

reafon 
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reafon to hurry the fupply of defers, to 
which (he is now fo well accuftomed. 
He concluded by telling Mrs, Bull, 
what a dangerous thing it would be to 
give any orders in Peg's houfe, when 
he was told that her ladyfhip was juft 
going to give fome frefh order in her 
own. 

Thefe particulars, pofterity will no 
doubt admit upon the teftimony of 
Suck-Fift -, efpecially as he adds, that 
if any body (hall fay, that Bumbo rea- 
foned upon other principles, he is rea- 
dy to contradidt them, by faying it is 
not true. He fubjoins, that Jowler paid 
him great refpelt in fpeaking after him ; 
and we ourfelves know, that Small- 
Trafli exclaimed, that he had gained 
immortal honour. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Bow Mrs. Bull fettled btr fimaCb. 

MR S. Bull, in the courfe of the 
foregoing fpeech, was obferved 
By many people to change colour, and 
before it was done, hartfhorn -drops and 
ftpelling-bottles were produced in abun- 
dance, fe very one faid, that nobody 
but Jowler could fettle her ftornach, 
for he ufed to dun her fometimea* fo 
as to take away the fcnfe of every thing 
elfc, which has often been obferved to 
have very good effects in trifling illnefles, 
by drawing off the patient's attention, as 
the fear of drowning will do in the cafe 
of fea ficknefs, and blifters, caaftics, 
and ftirouluflfes, in the cafe of other 

difordcrs. 
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diforders. Jowler accordingly fee to 
work with her : but for want of the 
big words, with which he ufed to coax 
John Bull, and which he avoided now 
for ratfons beft known to himfelf, he 
could produce nothing that day, but a 
maukifh fore of fluff, that was little 
htftgr than the warm water, which 
people are made to drink after a vomit. 

In Jhort, M&* Bull was up and juft 
goings when one of Peg's clerks beggf^ 
her not to be rafli in difmifling ? b$i* 
nefst fia which the interest, the hopoyiv 
and the prefervation of her hufhand'* 
family* were fy deeply involved ; he. 
t^Jd her* jthju he was furprized, to find, 
any objections made to the terms of che 
order that was laid before her, as they 
d$ not pretend to afk any more at that 

timer 
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time, than that (he (hould appoint a 
day to confidcr that order, and correct 
it if flic thought proper •, that if (he re- 
fufed that requeft, the whole world muft 
fay, that (he was determined to hear no 
rcafon on the fubjcft, and would be left 
to fufpeft, that (he had as little inclina- 
tion to the meafure in Mr. Bull's own 
houfe, as . in his filler's ; for he had 
fcarcely heard one argument, that was 
not equally ftrong againft it in both. 
That whether this was the cafe or no* 
he never could think the eftablifhment 
fecure, whilft it reached only to one 
part of the family, nor the union be- 
tween the two houfes compleat, whilft 
fome were treated like ftep-children or 
baftards, and others like gentlemen and 
heirs to the paternal eftate. 

it 
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It were painful, fays he, to lay be- 
fore you at large the iniquity of fuch a 
conduit, of which I believe you inca- 
pable ; but if you are difpofed to hear 
what may be offered on the point ia 
general, I have yet thofe impreflions 
deeply rooted in my breaft, which made 
me wifh for this eftabliftient in your 
houfe, as the beft fecurity to your for- 
tune, your honour, and your life. • Im- 
preflions, which make me behold with* 
joy, the fteps you have purfued, altho* 
I am now reduced to the necefficy of beg- 
ging as a favour, in behalf of a parent, 
what, on the foot of equal treatment, 
flie has a right to demand •, and what, if 
refufed, mull appear as a ftain to her 
honour, and a mark of difparity which 
fhe was not born to endure. But her 

oppofcrs 
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oppofers have faved us the trouble of 
enlarging on this topic, and wtfeiy made 
it unneceffary to prove, what is already 
too plain. 

The arguments are fuch as would 
ipake us believe, that «very moment 
which is beftopred by individuals for the 
good of the public, is loft to that family 
for which it is bellowed. They talk of 
the advantage of private induftry, but 
fpeak of every pradttce that connects 
an individual in his views or affe&ions 
with the family to which he belongs, 
«s an allurement to idlenefa and floth. 
To aft for the family, to defend it in 
times of peril, is the noblcft office to 
■which any individual can afpire* and if 
he labours within your doors to heap up 
wealth, without having a foul capable 

of 
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.of this, office* yap may ^all him, in- 
deed, agatnfcl property, h«t! will firef- 
ly fljoW him *mong your children 
when they come to appear before thofe 
who ane judges of men. Who upon 
fuch an occafipn would point out a 
fneaking mercenary felfifli coward, and 
call him his child ? Yet fuch is the race 
which we are deftred to propagate* and 
fuch * is the character which we are cau- 
tioned not to corrupt. : 

We have heard from matiy the praiife 
of induftry, as if any body were in. 
clined to difpute that praife. Wt have 
heard at large, the advantages of 
wealth) as if wealth and induftry werte 
inconfiftent with the meafure for which 
we<x>fftencU From this fource, fay they, 
your ftore-houfes and your grajiarjes afe- 
filled* let them tell us then from what 
N fawrm 
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fource the defence of our (lores are to 
proceed ? Will our wealth deter a rapa- 
cious enemy? Are the eagles intimi- 
dated, when they are told that the doves 
are fatter than they? No; but our 
'wealth will hire a prote&or. Who then 
will defend us againft the prote&or 
. whom we have hired ? Is the gripe of a 
rapacious hireling lefs to be feared, than 
that of a rival at the gate ? But our 
wealth, we are told, will enable us to 
, maintain a large and a numerous family. 
J5ut what Js it will render that family 
vforth maintaining, or make the com- 
pany of thofe numbers that we hear of 
: defirable? For my part, I never thought 
Jt a bleffing to be placed in a multitude 
c of bafe, degenerate, and felfifli men. If 
:the people we live with afe vile, the 
more there are of them, juft fo much 

*he Worfc. 
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* I have been furprifed, therefore, to 
"hear gentlemen fpeak of filling a houfe 
with men, without ever mentioning the 
quality of thofe numbers they mean to 
aficmble ; and fpeak of cloaths and 
food, as of confequence, whilft the 
character of him who is to ufe them is 
hegle&ed. A little reflection will con- 
vince, that the foul of a man is of more 
value than his poffeffions, and that the 
happinefs of individuals, as well as that 
of the families which they compofe, 
depends more on the generofity, juftice 
and fortitude of their fpirit, than on 
. the trappings in which they are cloath- 
ed, or the quantity of merchandize they 
fell to their neighbour. They, how- 
ever, who contend that the prefent mea- 
fure is inconfiftent with the fuccefs of 
induftry and traffic, throw thefe ad van- 
N 2 tages 
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tages into a light of greater contempt, 
than I am difpofed to do. We exceil 
our predeeeflbrs in the art of procuring 
wealth i we exceil them in the know. 
ledge of domeftick oeconomy * why 
fhould we not exceil them too in the 
flcill and refolutbn to defend advantages, 
which fo far exceed what they ever 
poffefled? 

Without we carry this quality along 
with us, other advantages are of little 
avail * wealth and affluence are but al- 
lurements to rapine - r even a difpofuion 
to gentlenefs, humanity and candour, 
but expofes the move to the affaults of 
others, and doth not fecure the inte- 
grity of him who inherits it. If I con- 
tend with a knave in behalf of the in- 
nocent, and dare not ftand the hazard 
pf a conteit when brought to extremes, 
4 my 
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my antagonift knows how to prevail 
from the firft, for I flirink from the 
countenance of a* perfon who is hardier 
than I. I am prepared on the flighteft 
trial to betray my friend, my brother, 
my father, and the honour of my race. 
I am already formed for a Have, and 
hold my fafety and my life by the tenor 
of another's will. There is no vice, 
which may not be grafted on cowardice, 
as fuccefsfully as upon avarice itfelf, that 
other flock which we arc fo willing to 
cultivate. 

I fliall be told that the people of this 
Boufe are yet far removed from this 
defpicable extreme. I hope they are, 
and that every aflault of injuftice would 
meet with a hardy and refolute oppo- 
sition in the members of this family; 
N3 but 
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but let us bewarq of the extremes, te 
which our maxims and our practice* 
may finally carry us. 

We educate a few only to the ufe of 
arms; them, indeed, we endeavour to 
infpire with courage and a contempt of 
danger, but we endeavour at the fame 
time, by throwing them into a feparate 
way of life, to weaken their conne&ion 
with the family, and to ftifle the fenti- 
ments of filial tendernefs and refpeft, 
under the load of artificial fubordina- 
tions, to which they are bound for life- 
The familiar ufe of arms may fortify 
the breaft •> but more is required to ac- 
complish a faithful and dutiful child* 
a tender, a generous affeflion, to that 
parent, whom he is bound to de- 
fend. 

Tht 



of MAR G A RET. 183 

The flower and choice of our young 
men, croud into the profeflion of 
which I fpeak : for what ftation is more 
defireable to a man of fpiric, than one 
in which he can exert the native vigor 
of his mind* and ftand in the light of a 
proteftion and defence to his father's 
houfe ? They place themfelves in this 
ftation with a glowing and ardent 
mind, but their continuance in it fel- 
dom fails to extinguish or deprefs thofe 
fentiments, and leave no impreffion but 
that of a fervile dependance on the 
perfons under whofe dire&ions they are 
placed. 

Wfiilit we thus educate one part of 
the family, the remainder, we fay, are 
left to cultivate pacific arts; and thofe 
arts mull be pacific indeed, which ren- 
der 
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dcr the ability of fdf-defence unnccef- 
fary, by which men are made tools to 
procure the means of life, and are 
Scarcely put in mind, that they have a 
right to defend the privileges of men, 
4gainft all who (hall prefume to attack 
them. The former are bred to com* 
mit ads of violence, in cold blood, the 
latter to bear them with a tame and de~ 
je&ed fogl* Did we refolve to try 
what the utmoft corruption could do, 
to debafe, to fink and deftroy a race of 
men, a more ingenious contrivance could 
not be found than this we art difpofed 
to follow. 

It is the bufinefs of one man, it feems, 
to think of nothing but quarrels and 
violence j to another, it is not even 
permitted tp defepd himfeif, In this 

hopefuj 
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hopeful partition of your children, 
where are you to find the generous, the 
manly, and the dutiful fpirit, equally 
prepared for times of quiet and of 
trouble? A fpirit, which the fufpen- 
fion even of domeftic government will 
not difcompofe, but which can, by a 
well-diretted refolution and vigor, re- 
ftore that order, which it is fo well qua* 
lifted to adorn and maintain. 

If we would have any veftige of fuch 
fpirit remain among us, let thofe who 
hare the habits and affe&ions of chil- 
dren, be likewife endowed with the 
force of men ; let thofe who call you 
parent be infpired with a refolution to 
ftand by you in all your diftrefles and 
difficulties ; and whilft they enjoy the 
privileges and immunities of children, 
be taught to know that ir is their duty to 
defend them. 

I was 
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1 was always fond of the me a fare now 
tinder confideration, beeaufe it aimed at 
producing thofe happy effe&s. You 
need not be told in what manner it tends 
to produce them, for your family has 
already gained ftrength by purfuing 
it ; and I feel with pleafure, the hopes 
of a gallant and happy race of men, 
likely to continue in this houfe. But 
let not fo wife a meafure be partially 
purfued ; let not one part of your race 
be doomed to bafenefs and fervijity, 
whilft the other is formed to. eleva- 
tion and honour. One rotten member 
is fometimes found to fpread corruption 
over the whole, and a lurking humpur 
jn one corner, to deftroy the foundeft 
conftitution. 

Your wifeft eftablilhments, when con- 
fined to apart, may perifh for want of 

that 
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that emulation, which, when all are 
me: equally engaged, muft kindle the ar- 
I dor and fpirits of generous minds. 
:t And the implements of flayery may one 
j\ day be brought from that corner, to 
•jjr which you now deny the privileges of 
HI free- men. Into other families we have 
heard that a matter has come, who 
I turned his dwelling into a jail, where 
j nothing is heard but the clank of 
jr chains, and the crafhing of iron 
ff bars. He himfelf is diftinguiflied by 
the gloomy depreffion of his look; 
> the whip, which he holds in his hand, 
1 and the inftruments of death which arc 
carried before him. But where are 
the minifters of his cruel purpofe to 
be found? They are purchafed with 
gold in thofe obfeure corners of 

his 
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his neighbourhood* where every jnait 
that is born is a flave. 

U has been the pradice of other 
families to condemn a particular race to 
fervile, purpofcs* Their names were 
never reckoned in the lift of the fami- 
ly, their numbers never estimated as 
any part of their ftrength. For they 
were fuch as by their crimes deferved <u 
no better treatment \ or by the bafene(s 
and fervility of their minds* had na- 
turally funk into this flation. But 
never did the father of a family, by 
any fupercMioo3 negled or aft of vio- 
lence, throw down the offspring of his 
own blood* into a ftate of fuch .de* 
piorable inequality. 

F I N I S. 
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